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10 PARISHES 
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St. Charles 

St. James 

St. John the Baptist 

St. Tammany 

Tangipahoa 

Washington

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
365 Canal St.  
Suite 2300 
New Orleans, La 70130 

Re: Intent to Participate 

This letter is to confirm the mutual intent of both Jefferson Parish and Greater New Orleans, Inc. (GNO, 
Inc.) and its affiliate, the Greater New Orleans Development Foundation (GNODF), to collaborate and 
enter into a partner agreement, contingent upon the award of funds from the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development for the Community Development Block Grant National Disaster 
Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition, to carry out eligible activities as provided in the Jefferson Parish 
CDBG-NDR application. 

As the economic development organization for the 10-parish Greater New Orleans region, GNO, Inc. 
recognizes the inherent connection between resiliency and economic vitality.  Working through a two-
pronging approach of business development (marketing the region) and product development 
(improving regional business conditions through policy, workforce, and research initiatives), GNO, Inc. 
has been the driving force behind over $6 billion in economic investment and the creation of over 
11,000 direct and indirect jobs in the past three years alone.  Achieving these benchmarks following one 
of the most significant federally-declared disasters in the nation’s history required GNO, Inc. to extend 
its capacity as a traditional economic developer and create innovative strategies which support and 
compound regional resilience.  From creating tools like the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan, to 
identifying and cultivating Emerging Environmental Industries as one of six key industry sectors, GNO, 
Inc. has effectively turned the region’s greatest environmental vulnerabilities into key economic 
strengths.   

Moving forward through the following phases NDRC process, GNO, Inc. will continue to support this 
application and Jefferson Parish by: 

 Identifying, Supporting and Developing Policy Recommendations: Through the
aforementioned involvement in both implementing innovative water management and
encouraging holistic coastal restoration efforts, GNO, Inc. has a firm grasp on the overall
landscape of resilience throughout the region, and specifically how current efforts around
resilience can act as a barrier to wealth generation, or be leveraged as an opportunity for job
creation and economic investment.  Through both Phase I and Phase II of the NDRC process,
GNO, Inc. will work with Jefferson Parish to identify what policies at the federal, state and local
level are needed to encourage business and job growth.  Beyond initial identification, GNO, Inc.
will also lend the strength of its Board of Directors and business community network to
developing these policies more thoroughly and supporting their implementation.

 Analyzing and Pursuing Leveraged Funding Opportunities: Innovative and collaborative
financing structures are critical to the sustainability of any resiliency program or project.
Building on recent outreach and research to vet various financing tools—such as assessment
districts, tax increment financing/value capture—to fund resiliency efforts supporting water
management, GNO, Inc. will work with Jefferson Parish to identify best-practices in resiliency
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March 13, 2015 

Gulf Restoration Network 
541 Julia Street, Suite 300 
New Orleans, LA 70130 

Re: Intent to Participate 

This letter is to confirm the intent of the Gulf Restoration Network to collaborate and become 
a partner with Jefferson Parish resilience efforts, should Jefferson Parish receive funds from 
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Community 
Development Block Grant National Disaster Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition; the Gulf 
Restoration Network shall seek to enter into a formal agreement with Jefferson Parish to carry 
out eligible activities as provided in Jefferson Parish’s CDBG-NDR application. 

The Gulf Restoration Network is committed to uniting and empowering people to protect and 
restore the natural resources of the Gulf Region. The mission of the Gulf Restoration Network 
is one of uniting and empowering people to protect and restore the resources of the Gulf 
Region for future generations. To this end, the GRN works to provide technical support and 
mentoring to grassroots groups, to connect our members to developments on national and 
regional issues of importance to their work, and to provide coordination, when needed, of 
member activities across the region. Our proposed role will be that of a partner agency that 
provides grassroots development and advocacy support services to Jefferson Parish as a part of 
the parish’s resilience efforts. 

It is understood that this letter is only an expression of the Gulf Restoration Network’s 
intent to partner with Jefferson Parish. Proper parish selection processes are required to be 
adhered to prior to any agreement being drafted or formalized. 

Gulf Restoration Network 

Cynthia Sarthou 
Executive Director 
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lEDCO
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission

March 13,2015

Ms. Michelle Gonzales
Jefferson Parish, Director of
Floodplain Management &Hazard Mitigation
1221Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 801
Jefferson, LA 70123

Re: Intent to Participate

Dear Ms. Gonzales,

This letter is to confirm the intent of the Jefferson Parish Economic Development
Commission (JEDCO) to collaborate and become a partner with Jefferson Parish resilience
efforts, should Jefferson Parish receive funds from the United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development for the Community Development Block Grant National Disaster
Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition; JEDCO shall seek to enter into a formal agreement
with Jefferson Parish to carry out eligible activities as provided in Jefferson Parish's CDBG­
NDR application.

JEnCO is an independent, yet complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the
main objective of attracting, growing and creating new business in our area. JEDCO's mission
is to proactively influence the economy through the retention and creation of quality jobs,
entrepreneurship and investment in Jefferson Parish. Our proposed role will be that of a partner
agency that provides economic development support as part of Jefferson Parish's resilience
efforts.

It is understood that this letter is only an expression of JEDCO's intent to partner with
.Jefferson Parish. Proper parish selection processes are required to be adhered to prior to any
agreement being drafted or formalized.

~~
Executive Director
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700 Chu~chill Parkway > Avondale, LA 70094 • 504-875-3908 • Fax: 504-875-3923 • www.jedco.org
JEDCO is an internationally Accredited Economic Development Organization.
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Web: nolachurch.com

Email: info@nolachurch.com

Phone: 504-541-9037


5632 Salmen Street

New Orleans, LA 70123

We exist to connect people with GOD

 March 23, 2015


NOLA Church 

6221 S Claiborne Ave

Suite 426

New Orleans, LA 70125


Re: Intent to Participate


This letter is to confirm the intent of NOLA Church to collaborate and become a partner 
with Jefferson Parish resilience efforts, should Jefferson Parish receive funds from the 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Community 
Development Block Grant National Disaster Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition; NOLA 
Church shall seek to enter into a formal agreement with Jefferson Parish to carry out 
eligible activities as provided in Jefferson Parish’s CDBG-NDR application.


NOLA Church is an organization that is dedicated to making a lasting impact in our parish 
through faith-based initiatives, as well as through humanitarian, charitable and 
educational initiatives, and strategic partnerships with non-faith-based organizations. Our 
proposed role will be that of a subrecipient that provides grassroots development and 
advocacy support services to Jefferson Parish’s as a part of the parish’s resilience efforts.


It is understood that this letter is only an expression of NOLA Church’s intent to partner 
with Jefferson Parish. Proper parish selection processes are required to be adhered to 
prior to any agreement being drafted or formalized.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


Monte Young

Lead Pastor
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March 13, 2015 

Restore or Retreat, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2048 - NSU 
Thibodaux, LA 70310 

Re: Intent to Participate 

This letter is to confirm the intent of Restore or Retreat, Inc. to collaborate and become a partner with 
Jefferson Parish resilience efforts, should Jefferson Parish receive funds from the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Community Development Block Grant National 
Disaster Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition; Restore or Retreat shall seek to enter into a formal 
agreement with Jefferson Parish to carry out eligible activities as provided in Jefferson Parish’s CDBG-
NDR application. 

Restore or Retreat is a non-profit coastal advocacy group created by coastal Louisiana residents and 
stakeholders who recognize that the Barataria and Terrebonne basins are the two most rapidly eroding 
estuaries on earth, and that this erosion represents an economic and ecological crisis. With a growing 
membership of over 250 businesses and individuals, ROR seeks to identify and expedite the 
implementation of aggressive, large-scale restoration projects to protect this irreplaceable region. Our 
proposed role will be that of a subrecipient that provides advocacy and education support as part of 
Jefferson Parish’s resilience efforts.  

It is understood that this letter is only an expression of Restore or Retreat’s intent to partner with Jefferson 
Parish. Proper parish selection processes are required to be adhered to prior to any agreement being 
drafted or formalized. 

Sincerely, 

Simone Theriot Maloz 
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 2048-NSU  ·  Thibodaux, Louisiana 70310  ·  (985) 448-4485  · Fax (985) 448-4486 

simone.maloz@nicholls.edu ·  www.restoreorretreat.org 
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March 18, 2015 

Water Works 
4035 Washington Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70125 

Re: Intent to Participate 

This letter is to confirm the intent of Louisiana Water Works, L3C (Water Works) to collaborate 
and become a partner with Jefferson Parish resilience efforts, should Jefferson Parish receive 
funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Community 
Development Block Grant National Disaster Resilience (CDBG-NDR) competition; Water 
Works shall seek to enter into a formal agreement with Jefferson Parish to carry out eligible 
activities as provided in Jefferson Parish’s CDBG-NDR application. 

Water Works is a socially conscious company dedicated to building resilient communities in which 
water is managed effectively to reduce flooding and water pollution. We provide services that 
include community education and outreach, professional training, watershed monitoring, data 
collection and analysis, hazard mitigation planning, low impact development and low cost retrofit 
resource guidance and watershed improvement planning. Our proposed role will be that of a 
contractor that provides professional training and community education and outreach activities as 
part of Jefferson Parish’s resilience efforts.  

It is understood that this letter is only an expression of Water Works’ intent to partner with 
Jefferson Parish. Proper parish selection processes are required to be adhered to prior to any 
agreement being drafted or formalized. 

Sincerely, 

Miriam S. Belblidia 
CEO, Water Works, L3C 
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