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JEFFERSON PARISH ANNOUNCES
NEW CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Jefferson Parish President Aaron Broussard announced today that Jose Gonzalez, Chief
Administrative Assistant for Public Works for Jefferson Parish, is the Parish’s new Chief Administrative
Officer. Mr. Gonzalez replaces Tim Whitmer who resigned on January 4, 2010.

In making the announcement, Parish President Broussard cited Gonzalez’s work ethic, integrity,
and experience in administering seven major public works departments with a workforce of
approximately 1,200 employees and an annual budget of approximately $200 million.

Mr. Gonzalez began his career with parish government in 1981 as a professional engineer in the
Roads and Bridges Department after a 10 plus year stint in the private sector. When he was 13-years-
old, he had immigrated with his family to the United States from Cuba, fleeing the Castro communist
regime. He graduated from Holy Cross High School in New Orleans and then from LSU with a degree in
civil engineering.

Mr. Gonzalez became the Director of Engineering for the Roads and Bridges Department in 1984.
He was promoted to Executive Assistant to Parish President Tim Coulon in 2001, then to Director of
Public Works in 2004. As the Chief Administrative Assistant for Public Works, he oversees the
operations of the Departments of Drainage, Water, Sewerage, Streets, Parkways, Engineering and
Capital Projects. Together those departments employ about one-third of the total parish government
workforce and their annual budgets total over one-third of the entire parish budget.

Under Mr. Gonzalez’s direction, Jefferson Parish Public Works departments secured more than
$500 million in state and federal grants for street, drainage, sewerage, water, and parkway projects.

Mr. Gonzalez has a current annual salary of $142,340. Upon assuming his new position, Mr.
Gonzalez will receive a five per cent raise, with another five per cent raise due after six months of
satisfactory work performance.
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Kazem Alikhani, Director of the Jefferson Parish Department of Drainage, will assume the role of
Chief Administrative Assistant for Public Works, and the parish will begin a search for a new Drainage
Director.

Mr. Alikhani began his career with parish government in 1982 as an engineer in the Department
of Drainage after working in the private sector. He later worked as Project Engineer in the Department
of Engineering and in 1995 was promoted to Assistant Director of the Water Department.

Mr. Alikhani was promoted to Director of the Department of Drainage in December of 2004 at
which time the Departments of Pump Stations and Drainage were consolidated.

As Director of the Department of Drainage, which employs a workforce of approximately 300
employees and an annual budget of approximately $50 million, Mr. Alikhani oversees the daily
operations and maintenance of 53 drainage pump stations, 340 miles of drainage canals, and 1,500
miles of street subsurface drainage systems.

Mr. Alikhani graduated from the University of New Orleans with a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering in 1980 and continued to receive his Master of Science in Engineering in 1984.

"Mr. Gonzalez and Mr. Alikhani were chosen for these respective positions because of their many
years of experience and institutional knowledge in the inner workings of Jefferson Parish government
and their excellent job performance over their many years of service,” said Parish President Broussard.
“These are two men that are greatly respected by their co-workers and the administration and have
worked closely with this Council over the last six years. It was fortunate to have such excellent, capable
persons available within the administration to fill these two critical positions. The immediate mission of
Mr. Gonzalez will be to refocus the administration's efforts on providing the day-to-day services to the
people of Jefferson Parish in the most effective manner possible.”

“Acting CAO Bert Smith will return to his position as Deputy CAO and will work with Mr. Gonzalez
and Mr. Alikhani in carrying out their duties," he added.
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