e - "
B T SISy oy T i

Oursifission is:
“Provide the services
leadership, and vision to

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana in Jefferson Parish.’

Issued by Patricia Borne —Y— Steye J. Therlot
Public Information Officer N Parish President

—~———

For Immediate Release
May 5, 2010

Local Officials Concerned About the Validity Of BP Training Efforts

Today, Town of Jean Lafitte Mayor Tim Kerner, Town of Grand Isle Mayor David
Camardelle, and Jefferson Parish District 1 Councilman Chris Roberts released the
following statement to the news media:

“The plan by BP to train and hire local fishermen is a smoke screen. We believe
the efforts are nothing more than an attempt to pacify the fishermen and hope that they
do not get more public attention than what they have already received.

“Saying that you are training fishermen and readying them for the spill gives the
impression BP is concerned about their well being. What they are not saying is that BP
is hiring less than 10 percent of the fishermen being trained in direct impact areas.
The other 90 percent are virtually unemployed and have obligations that cannot be met.
100 percent of fishermen are out of business in areas considered to be 'wait and see’
particularly west of the Mississippi River.

“The impact on this industry is being felt by those on the east and west sides on
the river. Fishermen throughout SE Louisiana start their season's east of the river
then work their way to the western Gulf. There are docks and marinas feeling the
ancillary effects.

“Fishermen have worked on their equipment for months getting ready for the start
of what already was expected to be a tough season due to the extremely cold winter. If
BP does not come up with a solution soon, this challenged industry will lose many more
dedicated people. This is yet another blow to our unique culture.

“Please do whatever you can to continue to highlight their struggles. Don't allow
BP to fool anyone into thinking that they are making attempts to make these families
whole. What we have seen thus far is window dressing and an orchestrated public
relations campaign that on the surface seems sincere.”

For more information, contact Councilman Roberts at (504) 364-2607.
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