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 To replace the interim control structures, Congress has authorized the design and construction 
of new permanent control structures and pump stations that will provide permanent storm surge 
protection from the lake.  The Army Corps of Engineers has identified three options to address the 
floodwall failures and has performed cost analysis on the options:  

 
Option 1 includes gate structures at the lakefront and pumping stations that would only be used 

during large surge events. 
 
 Option 2 includes the construction of drainage pumping stations along the lake at each of the 

three canals, the elimination of the existing levees along the canals and the decommissioning of the 
three internal pumping stations. 

 
Option 2A is the same as Option 2 except it adds a pump to the river component that would be 

very beneficial to New Orleans and Jefferson Parish.  This component will allow some of the water 
that normally flows to the 17th Street Canal to be diverted to the Mississippi River.   

 
The Corps had earlier estimated that Option 1 would cost approximately $800 million 

(AECOM estimates $900 million), Option 2 will cost approximately $3.4 billion (AECOM estimates 
$2,2 billion) and Option 2A would cost an estimated $3.6 billion to construct (AECOM estimates $2.4 
billion). 

 
This represents a significant cost increase for Option 1 and reductions in the cost of Option 2 

and 2A. It is the opinion of the local sponsors that this makes Option 2 and 2A the Corps best 
technological approach and a much more attractive approach than Option 1.     

 
Based upon its own evaluations, the Corps has elected to move forward with the construction of 

the Option 1 gate stations rather than Options 2 and 2A, even though the Corps itself has indicated that 
Option 2 represents the most technologically superior option, according to group officials.  

 
The group would like the Corps to consider this updated information and work towards the 

construction of Option 2 or 2A.   AECOM was paid $400,000.00 (split evenly among each sponsor) for 
the study. Copies of the Cost Analysis are available on the website of each governmental entity: 

 
Jefferson Parish………………………………………………….www.jeffparish.net 
LCPRA…………………………………………………………..www.lacpra.org 
Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans…………………….www.swbnola.org 
Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East…………..www.slfpae.com 

 
### 

For more information contact: 
Sewerage & Water Board of N.O. Robert Jackson 504-269-7978 
  Brenda Thornton 504-269-7819 
 
Jefferson Parish  Pat Borne 504-736-6410 
 
Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection   Steve Schulkens   504-401-6990 
 
La. Coastal Protection Restoration Authority  Chris Macaluso   225-342-3972 
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