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Hurricane Season Again 
 
     Hurricane season begins June 1.  I 
encourage all of you to have an evacua-
tion plan.   Once your plan is in place, 
tell your family and friends and advise 
them of the importance of preparing 
their own evacuation plan so they too 
can be prepared for the upcoming hurri-
cane season.  Remember, the safety of 
you and your family comes first, so 
please make your plans today. 
 

CHECK LIST 
 

DISASTER SUPPLY KIT              
 A three-day supply of both non-
perishable food and drinking water 
(one gallon per person per day) 
 First-aid kit with your family’s 
medications 
 Change of clothing and footwear, 
one blanket/sleeping bag for each 
person, sanitation supplies, extra 
batteries, a flashlight, a battery-
powered radio, an extra set of car 
and house keys, cash or traveler’s 
checks and credit cards.   
 Any special items needed for the 
care of infant, elderly, or disabled 
family members and important pa-
pers, such as property inventory and 
insurance records. 

 
EMERGENCY CAR KIT 
 A battery-powered radio 
 Flashlight 
 Extra batteries 
 Blankets  
 Booster cables 
 Maps, bottled water 
 Shovel, a tire-repair kit and pump 
 Fire extinguisher and flares 
 High energy non-perishable foods 

REMEMBER  
 

•  When a hurricane threatens, lis-
ten to your local radio and televi-
sion reports for evacuation orders 
from local government officials, 
Red Cross shelter locations out-
side of the risk area, and informa-
tion on available evacuation 
routes. 

• Don’t forget to take along your 
Disaster Supply Kit and your 
Emergency Car Kit. 

•  Remember to take important pa-
pers like personal identification 
documents, insurance policies, 
birth and marriage certificates, 
banking statements, wills, deeds, 
and family heirlooms and me-
mentos. 

•  Your evacuation plan should in-
clude where you are going and 
what route you are taking to get 
there. 

•   Alert your out-of-state contact of 
      your departure time and des-         
      tination. 



Page   2 

En Realité 
 

   EDITORIAL STAFF 
 

EDITOR 
F. Mendoza, Jr. 

 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Greg Alexander 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTERS 
 

ANIMAL SHELTER 
Bert Smith 

CITIZEN’S AFFAIRS 
Carla Montalbano 

COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
Paul Ferrara 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Sevilla White Finley 

COMMUNITY JUSTICE AGENCY 
Debbie Villio 

DRAINAGE 
Patsy Firmin 

EBC FIRE 
Dion Travis 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Sandra Ancar-Encalade 

ENGINEERING 
David Stout 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Katherine Costanza 

Fire 
Dion Travis 

FLEET MANAGEMENT 
Diane Spenser 

GENERAL SERVICES 
Kathleen Theriot 

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Greg Alexander 

INSPECTION & CODE ENFORCEMENT 
Linda Roy 

JEFFCAP 
Yvonne Dumas 

JUVENILE SERVICES 
Arlyn Smith 

LIBRARY 
Jim Davis 

MIS/GIS 
Genie Bourgeois 

PARISH ATTORNEY 
Mary Galley 

PARISH PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
Jacquie Bauer 

PARKS & RECREATION 
Gwen Styron 
PERSONNEL 

Dana Dunlap 
PUBLIC WORKS PARKWAYS 

Angela Winchester 
PUBLIC WORKS STREETS 

Lovonia Cola 
PUMP STATIONS 

Laura Schockley 
PURCHASING 

Antoinette Holmes 
RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 

Dave Duplantis 
SEWERAGE 

Bobbie Fose 
TRANSIT/CITIZEN’S WITH DISABILITIES 

Albert Roussel 
WATER 

Diane Galliano 
Workforce Connection 

Denise Matherne 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Keith Adams 

                 Feliciano Mendoza, Jr. 
                                Editor 

Editor’s 

Notes 

 May is traditionally a time 
of year for celebrating achieve-
ments and marking milestones in 
life.  Celebrations draw us to-
gether and unite us.  Whether we 
gather for graduations, anniversa-
ries, or weddings, it is important 
to take time to celebrate with fam-
ily and friends in order to com-
memorate life’s significant events.   

 
It is also important to rec-

ognize and celebrate a job well 
done with coworkers.  In taking 
time to celebrate the positive, we 
recognize individual achievement 
and focus attention on the contri-
butions employees have made to 
the success of the team.   

 
Once again this year, the 

Executive Safety Committee has 
taken the time to celebrate the out-
standing job done by many in the 
Public Works Department by 
hosting the Second Annual Craw-
fish Boil Lunch Gala.  The Gala, 
which spotlights the success of in-
dividuals and crews in maintain-
ing a safe workplace, was held at 
Lakeshore Playground Recrea-
tional Facility on Friday, May 7, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

 
 In recognition of their ex-

cellent safety record in 2003, three 

hundred fifteen (315) employ-
ees qualified to attend as 
members of work crews that 
suffered no injury accidents.  
That is an increase of one hun-
dred thirty-five (135) employ-
ees over last year’s attendance.  
These employees are subject 
to many hazards on the job 
every day.  Only through dili-
gent teamwork can this kind of 
exceptional safety record be 
achieved.  The Executive 
Safety Committee is deter-
mined to reward the success of 
these safety-conscious em-
ployees, showing their appre-
ciation by hosting this Gala 
and by acting as servers and 
clean-up crew.  

  
       The Public Works Depart-
ment is to be congratulated for 
their outstanding efforts in 
making Jefferson Parish a 
safer place to work.  The Ex-
ecutive Safety Committee and 
all Parish employees join in to 
applaud your achievement and 
celebrate your success as part 
of our team.   
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Administrative Professionals’ Day 
April 21, 2004   

The annual Administra-
tive Professionals Day luncheon 
took place on Wednesday, April 
21, at the Alario Center.  Over 
250 Parish employees from all 
departments attended.  Human 
Resources Director Junior Men-
doza welcomed the crowd and 
then introduced Chief Adminis-
trative Assistant  Tim Whitmer, 
who read a proclamation from 
President Aaron Broussard de-
claring April 19-23 Administra-
tive Professionals Week in Jef-
ferson Parish.  The Master of 
Ceremonies for the day was 
Councilman Chris Roberts.   
Judge James Cannella read a 
benediction, after which Coun-
cilman Roberts introduced the 

event’s featured speaker, Ms. 
Teresa Brady. 

Ms. Brady is a gifted 
communicator, writer, singer, 
and teacher who has served in 
state and national women’s lead-
ership positions.  Teresa has an 
Advanced Cert if ica te  in 
Women’s Ministry from New 
Orleans Theological Seminary.  
She has been an Administrative 
Assistant for over 20 years.  Cur-
rently Ms. Brady is Office Man-
ager for the Upper School of Isi-
dore Newman School in New 
Orleans.  The theme of Ms. 
Brady’s talk was “Go Ahead—
Make My Day,”  highlighted by 
her observations on New Or-
leans road rage and the “15-

second massage,” which she rec-
ommends all bosses give their 
secretaries every day. 

Before Ms. Brady’s talk, 
the audience was treated to a de-
licious lunch of fresh spinach 
salad with poppyseed dressing, 
crayfish alfredo, roasted pork 
loin medallions with Madeira 
sauce, and glazed baby carrots.  
Dessert was chocolate pecan 
cheese cake.  Event Coordinator 
Rosalyn Cimino oversaw the 
pink and purple décor that 
graced the Alario Center.  Ruby 
Keefe, of the office of Council 
District 2, was the lucky winner 
of a magnificent spring floral ar-
rangement courtesy of Lenora’s 
Flowers and Gifts.    

Guest speaker Teresa Brady with 
Event Coordinator Rosalyn Cimino 

The Drainage Gang 
General Services 

Code Enforcement Human Resources The Ladies of Public Works 
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Community Development Celebrates 30th Anniversary 
 of CDBG and Fair Housing Month 

     This year marks the 30th Anniversary 
of the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program, and Jefferson 
Parish Community Development joined 
communities around the nation to cele-
brate CDBG Week April 12-18, 2004. 

 The CDBG program was created 
when President Gerald R. Ford signed 
into law the Housing and Community 
Development Act on August 22, 1974.  
The Community Development Depart-
ment in the Parish was established in 
1975. CDBG has continued to provide 
affordable and accessible housing, health 
care, senior citizens centers, community 
centers, and infrastructure improvements 
for a better quality of life for citizens of 
low and moderate income. Call 736-6282 
for a C.D. brochure. 

President Aaron Broussard presents a poster to Greg Hamilton, 
Director of Community Planning & Development Division, U.S. 

Dept. of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) and Brenda Rich-
ard-Montgomery, Director of Community Development; Councilman 

Byron L. Lee, District 3 is pictured at left. 

Fair Housing Month: President Aaron F. Broussard presented 
a proclamation to Diana LeBlanc, Governmental Affairs Direc-

tor for New Orleans Metropolitan Association of Realtors 
(NOMAR) as Conchita Sulli, Missy Whittington, and Adrian 

Pappalardo of NOMAR look on; at left: Greg Hamilton of HUD, 
and Brenda Richard-Montgomery, Director of Community De-

velopment. 

April marked the 36th anniversary of the 
passage of the U.S. Fair Housing Law, Title VIII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended, 
which enunciated a national policy of Fair Housing 
without regard to race, color, creed, national ori-
gin, gender, familial status, and handicap.  The 
Fair Housing Act was enacted April 11, 1968, 
seven days after the assassination of Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.  President Lyndon Johnson 
viewed the Act as a fitting memorial to Dr. King’s 
life work. The Vietnam War also figured in its en-
actment. Although young, poor African-American 
and Hispanic infantrymen were among the heavi-
est casualties, their families couldn’t buy or rent 
homes in certain neighborhoods because of racial 
bias. Senators Edward Brooke and Edward Ken-
nedy argued passionately for the passage of the 
Fair Housing Act. 

In commemoration of Fair Housing Month, 
Brenda Richard-Montgomery gave a presentation 
at the Annual Fair Housing Summit on April 16 at 
the Radisson Hotel in New Orleans.  

                             —Sevilla Finley 
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By 

 Chef Mike Defourneaux 
 

Grand Isle 
 Seafood Gumbo 

 
Ingredients: 
 
16 quart pot 
Flour for roux, one cup 
Peanut oil- ½ cup for vegetables, 
½ cup for roux 
Two tablespoons oregano 
One teaspoon thyme 
One teaspoon white pepper 
Four bay leaves 
One teaspoon cumin 
One teaspoon cayenne pepper 
One tablespoon granulated garlic 
One tablespoon Worcestershire 
sauce 
Two tablespoons soy sauce 
Salt to taste 
Four cups chopped onions 
Two cups chopped celery 
(include tops and heart) 
One cup chopped bell pepper 
One head of garlic minced 
Half cup green onions (ringlets) 
Two teaspoons filé 
Two cups okra, cut up 
Four cups peeled small shrimp 
Two dozen small oysters with 
juice 
Two cups lump crab meat 
Crab bodies and claws optional 
One cup diced andouille sausage 
One can Rotel diced tomatoes 
with green chilies 
Two cups shrimp stock 
Two cups cubed red fish 

     Ok, now that we have a 
wheel barrow and a five-
gallon bucket full of stuff, 
let’s start cooking! 
  
     I always start off with toast-
ing the onions, so heat up ½ cup 
of oil and put in one cup of the 
onions, stir and cook until 
brown, don’t burn. Then add all 
celery and bell pepper. Keep 
stirring every now and again. 
After about three or four min-
utes, add minced garlic and bay 
leaf. Keep stirring every so of-
ten; you want the veggies to 
cook evenly. Add remaining on-
ions. Now add soy and Worces-
tershire sauce, stir in for a min-
ute or two, then add tomatoes 
and all dry seasonings, except 
okra and green onions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     If you like your okra cooked 
down where you can hardly no-
tice they’re there, go ahead and 
add them now; otherwise add 
them after the tomatoes are soft.  
You might need to add a cup or 
two of water to help from stick-
ing. Now would be a good time 
to add the stock and oyster juice.  
The burner should be set on me-
dium to medium high; it depends 
on your stove. If it acts like it 
wants to stick, turn it down a lit-
tle. We want to sweat this mix-
ture for about 15 or 20 minutes 
until the tomatoes are soft. Add 
water to about half way up the 
pot.   

     
 
 
 
 
 
      Now is a good time to taste 
to see what’s missing. Add a lit-
tle of whatever you think it 
might need; bring almost to a 
boil. The oysters, fish, and 
shrimp go in now. While they 
are cooking (about 15 minutes), 
make the roux, using the flour 
and half cup of oil. The roux 
should be the color of milk 
chocolate. Add to the almost 
boiling liquid a little at a time 
stirring constantly (if you don’t 
stir it in you will have lumps). 
Now bring to a boil, and watch 
the bottom doesn’t stick. If the 
liquid is not thick enough add a 
flour and/or corn starch slurry; 
stir in good as you add a little at 
a time to the liquid. Once you’re 
happy with the thickness, add 
the crab meat and green onions. 
Reduce the heat to low; put lid 
on and let sit for 20 minutes. 
Check to see if it’s sticking to 
bottom during this time, and stir 
if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
      
     Turn off heat, let cool, and 
put in the refrigerator, ’cause its 
not Gumbo till the next day.   
 
     OK Y’all, Bon appe`tit and 
God Bless. 
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Inspection & Code Enforcement 
By  

Linda Roy 
 
     CODE ROCKS!!!!!  Once again, Code Enforcement employees 
joined in to fight cancer.  The Enforcers participated in the American 
Cancer Society Relay For Life at Muss Bertilino Playground on May 
15.  Marci Bourg and Melvin Chaix, Co-Captains led their group of 
Kappy Day, Barbara Ciaccio, Cheri McKenna, Dennis Tucker, 
Danny Ferrara, Nancy Sanders, Michelle Champagne, Debbie 
Gauthreaux, Debbie Buras, Patricia Griffin, Gary Lay, Bill How-
ard and Dana Dunlap in raising $4,115.10 for finding a cure for 
cancer.  GREAT JOB!!!! 
 
     CAPS AND GOWNS!!! Congratulations to our two COE workers, 
Tatyana Santoke and Christina Calamia on their high school 
graduation.  And to Billie Bates, whose son Anthony  is also a high 
school graduate.  FORGE AHEAD GUYS!!!! 
 
     BUNDLES OF JOY!!  We are delighted to report Hunter Alan was 
born in May to parents Rhonda and Clay Zeringue. LITTLE SISTER 
IS BEAMING!!! 
 
     WELCOME!!!  We welcome Lorraine Jackson, who joins us as 
Title Abstractor I.  GLAD TO HAVE YOU!! 
 
     We say goodbye to Debbie Parnell, Missie Fremin, April Pavia 
and Scott Baracco.  GOOD LUCK IN YOUR NEW ENDEAVORS!! 

 
 

The “Enforcers” 
make their voices 
heard at Relay for 

Life 2004 

Weed Control em-
ployees honor 

their boss, Sandra 
Breaux, on her 

retirement. 

General Services 
By 

Kathy Theriot 
 
     Bob Dean, Stationary Engineer 
II stationed at First Parish Court, 
retired on April 30, 2004.   Bob’s 
friendly smile and hard work will 
surely be missed by all of us in 
General Services and at First Parish 
Court.  
     Welcome to JSYB General Ser-
vices Amber Breaux.  Amber 
transferred from the Courthouse 
office of General Services. 
     Congratulations to Shayne 
Perez and his wife Crystal.  They 
became the proud parents of a son, 
Kaylemn Randolph Perez, born 
March 21, 2004 weighting 8 lbs. 8 
ounces.  
     Michelle Burmaster has been 
promoted to secretary in Research 
& Budget.  We wish her the very 
best in her new position. 
 
Employees of the Month:              
February  - Judy Johnson 
March  -    Michael Carter 
Supervisor of the Month:              
February -  Anthony Francis  
March  -     George Folse 

Did You Know? 
Question:  How did Jefferson Par-
ish get its name? 
 
Jefferson Parish was named for 
President Thomas Jefferson, under 
whom the Louisiana Territory was 
purchased from France. Jefferson 
Parish was created by an act of the 
state Legislature on 11 February 
1825. Initially, the parish was to be 
named Tchoupitoulas, after an In-
dian tribe whose name means 
“those who live at the river.”  
 
By Sevilla W. Finley 
Source:  “Historic Jefferson Parish: 
From Shore to Shore” by 
Betsy Swanson 
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Sewerage 
By 

Bobbie Fose 
 
     President Aaron Broussard 
held a one-day conference, “Jeff 
007: Dollars and Sense” for 
about 200 civic and business 
leaders.   One of the big issues 
discussed was laying the ground-
work for nearly $750 million in 
necessary upgrades to Jeffer-
son’s sewerage system.  The 
conference also gave parish offi-
cials a chance to update residents 
on the needs of Jefferson’s dete-
riorating sewerage system.  
Though no financial plan was 
laid out to begin the massive 
project, Sewerage Department 
Director Brett Todd said the 
parish’s soil conditions and ag-
ing infrastructure, combined 
with the area’s rainy weather, 
have taken a toll on the sewer 
system.   
     Our Department was asked to 
give this same presentation at the 
“Fastest Growing Parishes, 
Smart Growth Summit” that was 
hosted by Senator Mary Lan-

drieu.  A letter was sent to Mr. 
Todd from Senator Landrieu 
thanking him for his participa-
tion and sharing pertinent infor-
mation and expertise. 
     We would like to acknowl-
edge and congratulate Bill Har-
tline, who was the recipient of 
the American Public Works As-
sociation Award.  The award 
was presented at a luncheon at 
the World Trade Center in the 
Plimsoll Club.  The intent of the 
APWA Award of Merit is to rec-
ognize the dedicated service of 
those at the operational level 
who perform their responsibili-
ties in an exceptionally efficient 
and courteous manner.  Con-
gratulations again, Bill. 
     Congratulations to Ray 
“Gaston” Claverie for his induc-
tion into the “Wall of Fame” at Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor.  Mr. Clav-
erie is a Sewerage Treatment Plant 
Operator at the Bridge City Plant.  
Mr. Claverie has been associated 
with the Potpourri Festival for over 
twenty years.  His invaluable help 
and assistance earned him this pres-
tigious award. 

Human Resources 
By 

Greg Alexander 
 

Training Specialists Nancy 
Rodriguez and Greg Alexander 
attended the American Society for 
Training and Development’s Pro-
fessional Development Day at the 
University of New Orleans on May 
12.  The title of this year’s event 
was Shaping Leaders for the Fu-
ture.  Among the interesting ses-
sions Nancy and Greg attended 
were “The Front Line Is the Bottom 
Line,” a customer service presenta-
tion, and “Why Can’t We Get Any-
thing Done Around Here,” which 
used a task management model for 
studying low productivity and mo-
rale.    

     
Safety Officers Millie Macera 

and Lee Punch are busy training 
the East Bank Fire Department’s 
Operators in defensive driving.  The 
class has been available to Parish 
employees for years, but this is the 
first time Fire has joined the atten-
dees.  

 
        Many thanks to Millie Macera 
who headed up the Human Re-
sources “Cancer Busters” team at 
the American Cancer Society’s Re-
lay for Life Rally on May 15.  
Thanks to Millie’s leadership, Hu-
man Resources raised $667 through 
raffles and bake sales. 

 
     Our Executive Assistant Rosa-
lyn Cimino attended the Louisiana 
Association of Municipal Secretar-
ies and Assistants conference in 
Shreveport-Bossier on May 5-7. 
Rosalyn is very close to becoming 
the first Certified Municipal Assis-
tant in Jefferson Parish govern-
ment.  
 
      
    Congratulations to Safety Officer 
Lee Punch, whose third child, a 
healthy boy, was born on May 25.  
 

Accident-free Public works employees enjoy the Crayfish Lunch 
Gala, as did the “servers,” otherwise known as the  

Executive Safety Committee. 
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Library 
By  

Jim Davis 
 
     Jefferson Parish children are 
invited to “Get Buggy about 
Books,” and teens are encour-
aged to “Get Wired @ the Li-
brary” as they participate in the 
annual Summer Reading Pro-
gram (SRP) running through Fri-
day, August 6.  And grown-ups 
aren’t left out of the fun: there’s 
the second annual Big Readers’ 
Summer Reading Club for them 
with prizes to be won. 
 
     Sign-up for the summer read-
ing programs is available at all 
of Jefferson Parish Library’s 15 
locations (as of June 1). On Fri-
day, June 11, kickoff celebration 
skate parties will be held at Air-
line Skate Center, 6711 Airline 
Drive, Metairie, and at Skate 
Country West Bank, 1100 Terry 
Parkway, Terrytown.  The kick-
off skate parties are 1:00-4:00 
PM, and admission to them is 
free with SRP registration; skate 
rental is extra. Participants can 
register at these parties to par-
ticipate in the Summer Reading 
Program, as well as at their local 
library.  If already registered at 
the library, Summer Reading 
participants need to bring their 
SRP bookmark for the free ad-
mission. 
 

“Buggy about Books” for Kids 
    
     The Jefferson Parish Public 
Library will be buzzing with ac-
tivities for children this summer 
during the “Buggy about Books” 
Summer Reading Program; and 
to make sure the reading bug 
bites everyone who signs up for 
the program, children will re-

ceive bug-related incentives and 
prizes for reading.  Children who 
join the Summer Reading Club 
will receive a beautifully de-
signed reading log to keep track 
of the books they read during the 
summer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An event schedule will be 

available at local libraries. Ac-
tivities are listed on the library 
website: www.jefferson.lib.la.us.  
 
 

“Get Wired @ the Library: Books 
and Bytes” for Teens 

 
     While the kids go buggy 
about books, Louisiana teens can 
make the connection to books 
and bytes at Jefferson Parish Li-
brary when school lets out.  “Get 
Wired @ the Library: Books and 
Bytes” is the theme of the 2004 
Teen Summer Reading Program 
for 12-18 year olds (7th-12th 
graders).  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The Jefferson Parish Public 
Library offers a bingo-card par-
ticipation game and incentives 
for teens to read books and 
magazines, attend programs, vol-
unteer, and participate in other 
library activities.   

Second Annual 
“Big Readers’ Summer Reading 

Club” for Grown-ups 
 
     Why should children have all 
the fun?  For big readers (grown-
ups over 18), there’s the Second 
Annual “Big Readers’ Summer   
Reading Club”; it’s as easy as 1-
2-3!  
 

1.    Read any age appropriate 
books.  

2.    Fill out raffle tickets for 
every 5 books read.  

3.    Drop the raffle ticket into 
the box!  

  
Drawings will be held August 13 
for prizes.  In addition, there will 
be guest authors and other spe-
cial programs throughout the 
summer. 
 
     Log onto the library’s website 
to learn more about all the en-
riching, entertaining, and educa-
tional programs available this 
summer, all free of charge.   
 
     For additional information 
about the SRP programs, contact 
Burke McFerrin, Programming 
Coordinator, 838-1100, x241,  
Jennifer Deffner,  838-1100, 
x305, or Andrea Taylor, Chil-
dren’s Programming Librarian, 
838-1100, x356. 
 

D-Day 60TH Anniversary 

     On Wednesday, June 2, 7:00-
9:00 PM, Jefferson Parish’s 
Lakeshore Library will host the 
D-Day 60th Anniversary program 
featuring Al Mipro of the Na-
tional D-Day Museum, New Or-
leans.  The program will include 
WWII Veterans as special 
guests, sharing their personal ex-
periences. 
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Author Lee Stringer at 
East Bank Regional  

 
     Jefferson Parish Library wel-
comes one-time graphic artist 
turned homeless drug addict 
turned published writer Lee 
Stringer to East Bank Regional 
Library on Saturday, June 19, at 
11:00 AM.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this presentation, 
Stringer will read from and dis-
cuss his new book Sleepaway 
School: Stories from a Boy’s Life 
(with foreward by Kurt Vonne-
gut) and his autobiography, 
Grand Central Winter: Stories 
from the Street, and discuss how 
he managed to rise above his 
troubles and become an ac-
claimed author. A book signing 
will follow, made possible by 
Friends of Jefferson Public Li-
brary.  The presentation is free 
and open to the public. 
 
 
Author Bev Marshall at East 

Bank Regional Library 
     At East Bank Regional Li-
brary on Wednesday, June 23, 
author Bev Marshall will pre-
sent “From Peddling Days to 
Parsons Place,” tracing the path 
she followed from writing a 
short story to the publication of 
her highly praised novel Right as 
Rain, a saga set in rural Missis-
sippi.  The program will be held 
7:00 PM at the library, located at 

4747 West Napoleon Ave., 
Metairie.  A question-and-
answer session and book sign-
ing will follow.   

   Right as Rain is a richly 
emotional epic that serves as a 
prism through which to view 
the universal--racial strife, 
dysfunctional families, secrets, 
and redemption. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

Bev Marshall, a native of 
McComb, Mississippi, now 
lives in Ponchatoula with her 
husband.  She is the author of 
the critically acclaimed first 
novel Walking Through Shad-
ows.  

     Marshall will attend the 
Popular Fiction Book Club as 
its invited guest at East Bank 
Regional on Wednesday,    
Augus t  4 ,  7 :0 0  PM.  
 

Historic Churches of New 
Orleans and Jefferson 

     On Wednesday, July 21, 
7:00 PM at East Bank Re-
gional Library,  author George 
Gurtner will discuss his book 
Historic Churches of Old New 
Orleans.  A book signing will 
follow; books will be available 
for purchase, made possible by 
Friends of Jefferson Public Li-
brary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Book Clubs at Jef-
ferson Parish Libraries 

     Several book clubs for a vari-
ety of reading interests and ages 
meet regularly at Jefferson Par-
ish Library locations.  All of the 
clubs are free and open to the 
public.   
     Jefferson Parish Library pro-
grams are free and open to the 
public. Visit  the Library’s web-
site at http://www.jefferson.lib.
la.us for the latest program infor-
mation or call Jim Davis, Infor-
mation Specialist, at 504-838-
1100.  
 
     
Employee News 
 
      The Library congratulates 
Daniel Cangelosi, who was pro-
moted to Librarian II at West-
wego Library.  We welcome the 
following new employees: Bar-
bara Carolyn Gerard, Library 
Associate, East Bank Regional 
Library; Mary Anne Rodgers, 
East Bank Regional Library 
Children’s  Department Head; 
and Greg Lutz, Laborer, Main-
tenance. 
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Energy Conservation 
By Monica Campuzano 

Energy Conservation Manager 
 
 
     With gasoline prices at a re-
cord high, it is important to be 
sure that your vehicle is fuel ef-
ficient.  The following tips will 
maximize your vehicle’s effi-
ciency.  
 
•    Keep your engine properly 

tuned.  A rough running en-
gine uses more gas. 

•    Visually inspect the air filter 
regularly and replace it when 
necessary.  Dirty air filters can 
hinder an engine’s efficiency. 

•    Check tire air pressure regu-
larly.  Improper tire inflation 
can lead to decreased  mileage 
and improper tire wear.   

•    Air conditioning uses more 
gas.  Avoid air conditioning 
when it is not necessary.  

•    Use the correct viscosity oil.  
Higher viscosity oils have 
greater resistance to the en-
gine’s moving parts, and there-
fore cause the engine to use 
more gasoline. 

•    Power accessories that plug 
into your vehicle’s cigarette 
lighter can cause the alternator 
to work harder to provide elec-
trical current.  This adds load 
to the engine, and added load 
increases fuel use and de-
creases gas mileage. 

•   Accelerate in a smooth and 
steady manner.  Quick starts 
from a stop sign or street light 
use more fuel.  Decelerate 
gradually.  

•   Consolidate several short trips 
into one trip, and plan the route 
to travel the least amount of 
mileage as possible. 
 

     Also, the average vehicle on 
the road today emits more than 
600 pounds of air pollution each 

year.  These pollutants contrib-
ute to smog and many health 
problems.  They also emit green-
house gases which surround the 
earth’s atmosphere like a clear 
thermal blanket, allowing the 
sun’s warming rays in and trap-
ping the heat close to the earth’s 
surface.  This effect has contrib-
uted to an enhanced greenhouse 
effect known as global warming.   

 
     AFVs (Alternative Fuel Vehi-
cles) are now available, which 
burn cleaner and produce a 
smaller amount of emissions,  
therefore helping to combat both 
air pollution and global climate 
change.  There are three basic 
types of AFVs:  flex-fuel, bifuel 
(or dual-fuel), and dedicated ve-
hicles.  A flex-fuel vehicle has 
one tank and can accept a mix-
ture of gasoline and another fuel 
type.  Bifuel vehicles have two 
tanks, one for gasoline and the 
other for either natural gas or 
propane; the vehicle can switch 
between the two fuels.  A dedi-
cated vehicle is designed to be 
fueled only by an alternative 
fuel.    

 
     HEVs (Hybrid Electric Vehi-
cles) are also now available, 
which combine the internal com-
bustion engine of a conventional 
vehicle with an electric motor.  
They can achieve about twice 
the fuel economy of conven-
tional vehicles.  An energy stor-
age system stores the power to 
run the electric motor.  Smog-
forming pollutants are reduced 
by running more efficiently, and 
they emit a third to one-half of 
the amount of greenhouse gases 
emitted by standard gasoline ve-
hicles.  Later models may cut 
emissions even more. 

Pump Stations 
By 

Laura Shockley 
 
 
     Thank you and congratulations 
are in order for all those who 
helped make this year’s March of 
Dimes fund raiser a real success!! 
Here are the raffle winners:  David 
in Code Enforcement won the 
apron Easter basket, Rox Anne 
Sclafani in Pump Stations won the 
picnic “basket”, Lori in Water won 
the Bird House with Chalk Egg 
Easter basket, and Luisa Cazabon 
of JeffCAP won the Sugar Egg 
Easter basket.  In all we raised over 
$600!  Thanks to all who bought 
food and raffle tickets and to all 
who helped!!   Good job for a great 
cause!!! 
     We have a new East Bank Su-
perintendent II – Manny Aspuria 
Congratulations!! 

Parkways 
By 

Angela Winchester 
 
     I know everyone’s been wonder-
ing where in the heck Parkways has 
been.  That’s my fault, I kept miss-
ing the deadline.  Nevertheless, 
WE’RE BACK!!!   
     First, on the agenda, Foreman, 
Patsy Blackman was chosen as our 
Employee of the Year.  Congratula-
tions Pats, excellent choice.  Patsy’s 
kickin’ butt on the East Bank.  If 
only we had three more like her.  
Well, maybe two. 
     We had another successful 
Mardi Gras clean-up season.  We 
received compliment after compli-
ment on our efforts and success.  
What can I say, each year we get 
better and better.   
     I just wanted you guys to know 
Parkways is back, and we’re better 
than ever, thanks to the workers we 
have.   



Page   11 

Parks & Recreation 
By 

Gwen Styron 
 
 
     Wednesday, March 31, was a 
historical day for Parks and Rec-
reation as the Jefferson Parish 
Council voted unanimously to 
merge the East Bank and West 
Bank Recreation Districts. The 
Recreation merger will prevent 
some drastic measures, such as 
closures and cuts, due to the 
West Bank’s smaller tax base. In 
addition, this merger will allow 
Parks and Recreation to share 
trucks and personnel on both 
sides of the river. 
     The Parks and Recreation 
East Bank millage rate will be 
rolled back from 10 mills to 9 
mills to match the West Bank, 
resulting in a savings to those 
taxpayers on the East Bank. In 
2007, when this millage is 
scheduled for renewal, officials 
will ask residents to renew the 
current 10 mills. 
     Lafreniere Park’s Uncle Sam 
Jam – will be held on Saturday, 
July 3! Bring the family and en-
joy a night of fun for all! 
     At LaSalle Park, the New Or-
leans Track Club is sponsoring a 
“Father’s Day Race” on June 20 
and the “LaSalle Park Dash” on 
July 12. Call 504-482-6682 or 
visit www.runNOTC.org for de-
tails. 
     Visit www.jeffparish.net  - 
Online Forms now to download 
many  commonly used forms, 
including our rental forms and 
policies. You can also download 
our seasonal Activity Guides! 
     This past March, Parks and 
Recreation began using its new 
registration program – CLASS 
SOFTWARE. This software will 
enable us to offer ONLINE 

SERVICES in September 2004! 
From the new Parks & Recrea-
tion web pages at www.
jeffparish.net , you will be able 
to view class information, class 
status, and register online using 
your credit card! Please note that 
not all classes will offer online 
registration due to special regis-
tration procedures. In addition, 
certain adult athletic programs 
can view their schedules and 
standings. In order to register for 
our programs online, you will 
need to acquire a family PIN 
number and client number which 
can be obtained easily by calling 
the Leisure Service Division  - 
East Bank Office at 736-6999 or 
West Bank Office at 349-5000. 
     Registration for Football, 
Volleyball, & Cheerleading will 
begin in August – Contact your 
local playground. 
 
Employees of  the Month: 
 
• January – Marlene Rich, ½ 

Center Supervisor at Kings 
Grant & Tony Hebert, Cen-
ter Supervisor at Lakeshore 

• February – Randy Braniff, 
½ Center Supervisor at Belle 
Terre & Warren Melinie, ½ 
Center Supervisor at Cleary 

• March – Randy Tallon, 
Asst. Recreation Center Su-
pervisor at PARD & Maver-
ick Charles, Equipment Op-
erator III in EB Maintenance 

• April - Kathy Wilson, 
groundskeeper at Bridge City 
and Carlton Palmer, EB 
Maintenance Repairman  

 
     Best Wishes to all of our re-
cent retirees:– Pat Pannagl, 
Lillian Jackson, and Spencer 
Constant. 

Purchasing 
By  

Antoinette Holmes 
 
 
     We would like to inform all 
departments of the monthly con-
tract report that is mailed out 
from the Purchasing Depart-
ment.  This report is very infor-
mative and helpful in keeping 
track of contract expenditures 
and expiration dates.  When con-
tracts are processed in a timely 
fashion, we save time and 
money.  Also any contracts that 
are being utilized by all depart-
ments are posted to the Public 
Folder – Purchasing.  You may 
print any of these contracts at 
your convenience.   
 
     We offer help assisting all 
requisition clerks.  Please con-
tact Rosa Campos at 364-2678 
for further information.   
 
     At one time or another we all 
have had problems with vendors.  
Keep in mind that they are our 
employees, and we encourage 
you to document all occurrences 
and submit them to the Purchas-
ing Department.  Compliments 
as well as complaints can be e-
m a i l e d  t o  P u r c h a s -
ing@jeffparish.net 
 
     Congratulations!!!  Stella 
Vasquez and Sidney Duffy on 
becoming first-time grandmoth-
ers.  This is when the fun starts! 
 
     The Purchasing Department 
is moving in July.  The New Ad-
ministration Building is in its fi-
nal stage, we will be located on 
the 4th Floor.  Please, stop by and 
visit. 
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Fire Department 
By 

Dion Travis 
 
 
     Donald Bock, Superinten-
dent of the Jefferson Parish East 
Bank Consolidated Fire Depart-
ment, retired March 19, 2004, 
after serving the community for 
12 years and being active in the 
fire service for 44 years. During 
his tenure with Jefferson Parish, 
he saw the department earn and 
maintain the highest possible fire 
protection rating. The ratings, 
determined by the Property In-
surance Association of Louisi-
ana, are used to set insurance 
premiums for property owners.  
     Chief Bock began his fire ser-
vice career in 1960 as a fire-
fighter with the New Orleans 
Fire Department and rose 
through the ranks to become 
Planning Officer in 1988. He 
was appointed Superintendent of 
Fire by the Jefferson Parish 
Council in 1992. Chief Bock 

said that he had been considering 
retirement for several months 
and decided that he wanted to 
spend more time with his family.  
We all wish him well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Robert J. Evans, Sr., Jeffer-
son Parish East Bank Consoli-
dated Fire Department, retired 
on February 20 with eleven 
years of service.  Chief Evans 
started on April 3, 1993, as the 
Administrative Assistant.  Later 
his position was elevated to the 
Assistant Superintendent. Prior 
to being hired in Jefferson Par-
ish, he had served 20 years with 
the New Orleans Fire Depart-
ment with his rank as District 
Chief. He also served with Third 
District Fire Department.  We 
wish him good luck, and we will 
miss him. 

 
Wedding Bells 

 
Communication Officer Amy 
Hebert to Darren Monnerjahn 
on May 29, 2004. 
             

Births 
             
Kyle Anthony Thezan to Fire-
fighter David Thezan on De-
cember 31, 2003. 
Brenna Rene Scardino to Fire-
fighter Jake Scardino on Janu-
ary 26, 2004. 
Mark Antoine Lemoine, Jr. to 
Firefighter Mark Lemoine, Sr. 
on January 31, 2004. 
Garrett Richard Juneau to Op-
erator Brett Juneau on February 
26, 2004. 
Bayleigh Elizabeth Schexnayder 
to Operator Jimmy Schexnay-
der on March 4, 2004. 
Michael Marcius Fambro to Op-
erator Marcius Fambro on 
April 12, 2004.  
 Christopher Benjamin Rodrigue 
to Firefighter Michael Rodrigue 
on April 16, 2004. 
Julea Paige Faulkner to Operator 
Mark Faulkner on April 29, 
2004. 
Jenna Marie Cook to Firefighter 
Daniel Cook on May 12, 2004. 
              
     Congratulations to Fire Tech-
nician Warren Migaud, who 
retired on March 31, 2004. 
 

What’s Hot in Training 
 

     The 2003 stats for training 
are as follows: EBCFD @ 250 
firemen and Vol Dept. @ 225 
firemen. A total of 475 firemen 
trained. The LSU training was 
on Self-Survival with a special 
guest from Channel 4, Mike 
Hoss. 

Superintendent Bock 
Retired on March 19 

Chief Evans 
Retired on February 20 
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Animal Shelter 
By 

Bert Smith 
 

Make Travel Plans for Your 
Pet Before an Emergency 

 
     Parish employees who own pets 
are reminded that animals are not 
allowed in emergency shelters for 
humans. Now is the time for all pet 
owners to plan where they will go 
to escape a hurricane or other disas-
ter. 

The best way to ensure that 
your family, including the pets, will 
have a safe place to ride out a storm 
is by making arrangements now 
with a friend or relative who lives 
out of the hurricane danger zone.  If 
they will allow you to stay there 
while the storm rages here, be sure 
to tell them exactly what kinds of 
animals and how many will be 
coming. 

If a private residence is not 
available, consider a motel or hotel 
that allows pets. Many do and oth-
ers relax their rules for emergency 
evacuees.  Most hotels have rules 
about pets in rooms, and most re-
quire a damage deposit. Visit 
www.petswelcome.com for a state-
by-state list of hotels and motels 
that welcome pets. 
     Prepare now for traveling 
with your pet.  Have a portable 
kennel or travel crate for each 
animal.  The kennel will keep 
the animal safe in the car and 
can be used to house the animal 
at your destination.  (Most mo-
tels require that pets be kept in 
portable kennels when the hu-
man guests are out of the room.) 
     Make sure your pets are up-
to-date on all vaccinations and 
that each has a secure collar with 
rabies tag and identification tag 
attached.  Never take the collar 

off while traveling. Have a leash 
for each animal and put the ani-
mal on the leash before opening 
the car door at any rest stops.  
Bring plastic bags, newspaper 
and cleaning supplies to properly 
clean up after your pet in the car, 
at rest stops, and at your final 
destination. 
     Stick to the pet’s regular diet 
while traveling, and bring some 
water from home. Gradually mix 
in new water with home water 
until the pet is used to the new 
water.  This can help prevent up-
set stomach.  Be stingy with 
treats while on the road and 
don’t feed the pet for two hours 
before traveling.  If your pet is 
not a seasoned traveler, get it 
used to riding in the car by tak-
ing it on short trips now. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Remember that hurricane sea-
son is also hot weather season.  
Never leave a pet in a car in the 
daytime, even with the windows 
slightly open.  The car can be-
come dangerously hot in the sun 
in a matter of minutes. 
     If you are urged to evacuate, 
it means that your home will not 
be safe for you or your pets.  
Boarding kennels and veterinary 
clinics in the danger zone are not 
safe alternatives, and local ani-
mal shelters will not accept per-
sonal pets because they are also 
in the danger zone and are al-
ready filled to capacity with 
stray animals.   
    Parish employees can help by 
spreading the word that it is up 
to us to keep our pets safe, and 
that means taking them with us 
when we evacuate.   

Community Justice 
Agency 

By 
Debbie Villio 

 
 
     A summer full of activities is 
on tap for kids participating in 
CJA’s Weed & Seed Program in 
the Tallow Tree community of 
Harvey. The program’s new di-
rector, Landon Williams,  who 
was a teacher in the Jefferson 
Public School System the past 
10 years, said he looks forward 
to “making a difference” in the 
lives of the summer program’s 
50 participants, ranging in age 
from 6 to 15. 
  
     Daily activities for the 
younger kids (6 – 12) will in-
clude academic refresher classes 
to keep them current on materi-
als they learned the past school 
year, and positive reinforcement 
on conflict resolution, peer me-
diation, and drug-related issues. 
Older kids will take part in a 
June 3 & 4 football coaching 
camp sponsored by the N.O. 
Saints. There will be swimming 
every two weeks and six enrich-
ment field trips to places like the 
zoo and the children’s museum. 
 
     Williams said new projects he 
is planning this summer include 
a commodities program with the 
Weed & Seed Safe Haven as the 
distribution center; partnering 
with LSU Dental School to send 
its “Tooth Bus” to Tallow Tree 
and teach children proper dental 
care habits before the start of 
school; working with local 
churches for a return of the 
popular Annual Gospel Fest; 
 
 
                Continued on page 15 
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Health Issues 
By  

Peggy Branan, R.N. 
 

A Personal Message  
About Cancer 

 
     I would like to share with you 
what has been going on in my life 
for the last couple of months. In 
March I was diagnosed with breast 
cancer, and the lump was removed. 
Thank God it had not spread into 
the lymph nodes. I discovered the 
lump when I noticed tenderness to 
the area. Please note that I could 
only feel the lump when I was lying 
on my side, NOT my back. I am 
currently receiving chemotherapy 
and will then follow up with radia-
tion therapy.  I have experienced 
few side effects, but I have lost my 
hair. Talk about an extreme make-
over!!     
     Just what is cancer? Cancer oc-
curs when the normal life cycle of a 
cell goes wild. Normally, as one 
body cell dies, another replaces it. 
With cancer, there is uncontrolled 
cell growth, which crowds out the 
normal surrounding tissues, robbing 
them of nutrients. The detrimental 
effects of cancer occur when nor-
mal organ functioning is impaired.  
     Being told that you have cancer 
can be quite shocking, especially if 
you do not consider yourself to be 
“high-risk.”  Unfortunately, cancer 
respects no age, socio-economic, or 
ethnic barriers. It can strike anyone 
at any time. But there are things 
you can do to have the upper hand 
in this battle: Become a well-
informed consumer regarding can-
cer. Obtain the appropriate screen-

ings for your gender and age. Live a 
healthy lifestyle. And pay attention to 
your body! If anything is out of the 
ordinary, consult with your doctor 
immediately. If your doctor does not 
satisfy your desire for an answer, per-
sist until the cause for your ailment is 
found.  
     In this and forthcoming columns, I 
will share  some information from the 
American Cancer Society regarding 
some of the more common cancers, 
the screening guidelines, and re-
sources that can be of great assis-
tance.  Check with your doctor to ob-
tain directions on the most appropri-
ate screenings you should receive. 
 
BREAST CANCER 
     Breast cancer is the most fre-
quently diagnosed cancer in women 
and the 2nd leading cause of death by 
cancer. A steady decline from 1990-
2000 has occurred, most likely due to 
earlier detection and improved treat-
ment. Men beware! It is estimated 
that 1,450 men will develop breast 
cancer this year. Men have an ex-
tremely high death rate due to the fact 
that the disease is usually wide-
spread before it is diagnosed.  
Signs & Symptoms: (Early) abnor-
mal mammography, (Later) breast 
lump, thickening, swelling, distor-
tion, or tenderness, skin irritation or 
dimpling.  
Nipple: pain, dry/scaliness, ulcerated 
sores, retracted nipple, spontaneous 
discharge. 
Risk Factors: overweight, increases 
with age, a personal or family history 
of breast cancer, biopsy-confirmed 
atypical hyperplasia, significant 
mammographic breast density, a long 
menstrual history, obesity after 
menopause, recent use of oral contra-

ceptives, postmenopausal hormone 
therapy including both estrogen and 
progestin, never having children or 
having one’s first child after the age 
of 30, or consuming more than 1 
alcoholic beverage per day.  
Early Detection: Mammogram. 
Screening Guidelines: 
•  Early mammograms, starting at 

age 40 
•  Breast exam by healthcare pro-

vider: every 3 years for women 
in their 20s-30s, for women 40+, 
every year 

•  Women need to be familiar with 
ho w  t he i r  b r e a s t s  f e e l 
“normally” so they can recog-
nize changes 

Women at high risk should inform 
their doctor of anything that makes 
them high risk. 
A Note About Mammograms 
   Many women discount the bene-

fit of mammograms because many 
tumors are not picked up by the 
test. While this may be true, it is 
critical to keep in mind that mam-
mograms DO find the majority of 
tumors. The benefit of the mammo-
gram is that it can pick up a lump 
before you can detect it by touch. 
Another reason women may not 
want to get a mammogram is the 
fear of pain or from a bad prior ex-
perience. While discomfort does 
occur, the benefits far out-weigh the 
pain and anguish of being diag-
nosed with breast cancer in the 
more advanced stages. If you have a 
bad experience with a technician, 
you should request someone differ-
ent for your next test. Even the few 
months that you delay in getting 
your mammogram could mean the 
difference between the cancer in-
vading the lymph nodes or not.  

Free or Reduced Cost for Mammogram Testing Locations 
 
City                          Name of Facility                           Address                           Phone Number                    Cost 
 
Metairie              Omega Institute on Health            2525 Severn Ave              832-4200X2018            Reduced Charge 
N.O.                  Stanley-Scott Cancer Center            2025 Gravier Street               568-2691                             Free 
N.O.                       Medical Center of LA                  2021 Perdido Street               588-3165                 Reduced Charge 
Mandeville          Call for information            9606 Airline Hwy,  Mandeville      225-675-6896                      Free 
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Juvenile Services 
By 

Arlyn Smith 
 
 
 
     CONGRATULATIONS to 
Probation Officer Luis Busta-
mante and his wife Jennifer 
on the birth of their first child, 
Conner Luis, on April 5, 2004. 
 
     Juvenile Services raised 
$300 for the March of Dimes.  
Along with generous em-
ployee donations, we pur-
chased wristbands and raffled 
a flat of Louisiana strawber-
ries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
    
  DJS Relay for Life Team, a.
k.a. “Juvenile Justice League”, 
participated in the East Bank 
Relay for Life on May 15, 
2004, at Muss Bertolino Sta-
dium in Kenner.  The rain 
stayed away so the DJS Relay 
Team had a wonderful time at 
this very festive event, includ-
ing the 12-hour continuous 
walk, luminary ceremony, 
event fundraisers, and a vari-
ety of games.  Nathaniel Wil-
liams, Detention Home Super-
visor, was our leading walker.  
He enthusiastically walked 
over 10 miles! 
 

 
   When we added up the money 
from the DJS fundraisers, per-
sonal contributions, silent auc-
tion, commitment fees, and lu-
minary sales, we raised a grand 
total of $2,522.43! 
 
    The DJS Relay Team wants to 
thank everyone that helped to 
make this event and our fund-
raising efforts successful and 
special! 
      
 
WELCOME: 
 to David Vicari, Juvenile Pro-
bation Officer I. 
 
FAREWELL AND BEST 
WISHES:   
to the following fortunate indi-
viduals who retired:  Shirley 
Lotten, Cook II; 
William Luckette, Juv. Deten-
tion Officer II; 
and Donald Hetzler, Juv. Proba-
tion Officer II. 
 
RESIGNATIONS: 
Ramona Graham,  Juv. Proba-
tion Officer II, and Wayne Bar-
nes, Juv. Detention Officer II.
We want to thank these individu-
als for their dedicated services to 
the department and the people 
they have served over the years.  
They will be missed! 
 
PROMOTION: 
Ethel Reed to Cook II. 
 
REALLOCATIONS: 
Julie Cuber, Troy Phares, and  
Katreenia Wallace, who were 
recently reallocated to Juvenile 
Probation Officer II. 
 

Community Justice 
Continued from page 13 
 
and, in late summer, a new com-
munity clean-up campaign. 
 
     Weed & Seed was started 
in 2001 with a grant from the 
U.S. Justice Department to 
weed out corrupt influences in 
the neighborhood and plant 
the seeds for a positive family 
environment. Williams ex-
pects a busy summer. 
 
     June will be moving month 
for the “I Can” Drug Court, 
which operates programs 
aimed at providing alterna-
tives to incarceration for 
adults involved in non-violent 
and first-time drug abuse vio-
lations. The agency has been 
at Room 200, 802 Second St. 
in a space of 325 square feet 
with seven employees. The 
new office, at 711 Second St., 
has 5,000 square feet of space, 
including a confident ia l 
screening room and security 
office AND room to breathe. 
 
     Local law enforcement 
agenc i e s  wer e  awarded 
$500,000 in a homeland secu-
rity grant to upgrade radio 
communication systems. This 
will allow law enforcement 
agencies to buy equipment 
that will interconnect their re-
spective radio systems so po-
lice, fire, and other first-
response agencies can better 
communicate during emergen-
cies. 
 
Have a safe summer. 
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Environmental 
By  

Katherine Costanza 
 
 
     The Department of Environ-
mental Affairs would like to take 
this opportunity to remind everyone 
that mosquito season is here.  In an-
ticipation of an active mosquito sea-
son, we urge our fellow employees 
to take proactive measures to pro-
tect themselves against mosquito-
borne diseases. 
 
     In order to eliminate mosquito 
breeding in and around your home, 
the Department of Environmental 
Affairs recommends that you check 
your property and remove any 
standing water in artificial contain-
ers.  This should be done at least on 
a weekly basis.  If you have a 
swimming pool, fountain, pond or 
water garden, make sure that it has 
a pump that is operational and 
keeps water circulating.  Treat 
swimming pools with appropriate 
chemicals on a regular basis. Every-
one must assume responsibility.  
Remember that mosquitoes do not 
only breed in swampy areas or 
drainage ditches; they can even 
breed inside a bottle cap containing 
water.   
 
     Additionally, to protect yourself 
and your family, we recommend 
that you repair torn window screens 
around the home, cover up when 
outdoors, and use mosquito repel-
lant according to label directions. 
More information on mosquito con-
trol efforts in Jefferson Parish can 
be obtained by contacting the De-
partment of Environmental Affairs 
at 736-6102. 
 
     The department recently re-
ceived a grant from the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Qual-
ity to fund a pilot latex paint collec-
tion program for parish residents.  
The Department will work with the 

Green Project (formerly known as 
the Mid City Green Project) to hold 
a paint collection event. Parish resi-
dents can bring limited quantities of 
old, unused latex paint to a drop-off 
station.  Paint brought to the event 
will be recycled at the Green Pro-
ject’s Warehouse located on the 
corner of Marais and Press Streets 
in New Orleans. The Green Project 
is a non-profit salvage center which 
provides quality used building ma-
terials and paint at affordable 
prices.  Stay tuned for upcoming 
information about our paint collec-
tion events. 
 
     The Department of Environ-
mental Affairs will be co-hosting, 
along with the cities of New Or-
leans, Gretna, Harahan, Kenner, 
and Westwego, the 6th annual U.S. 
EPA Region 6 Stormwater Confer-
ence from July 5 through July 9, 
2004.  The conference will be held 
at the Hampton Inn and Suites, 
1201 Convention Center Blvd, in 
New Orleans.  Representatives from 
cities in Louisiana, Texas, Okla-
homa, New Mexico, and Arkansas, 
as well as EPA and the Louisiana 
Dept. of Environmental Quality, 
will be attending. 

 
     On May 8, 2004, Environmental 
Quality Technician Kathleen Due-
bler attended the 2004 meeting of 
the American Association of Muse-
ums, which was held at the New 
Orleans Convention Center.  Kath-
leen served as a panelist at a session 
entitled “Innovation, Inspiration, 
and Insight: Unusual Museums 
NOLA style.”  She spoke about the 
Louisiana Marine Fisheries Mu-
seum located in the town of Jean 
Lafitte. 

 
     Congratulations to our Typist-
Clerk III, Brandie Chaix on her 
recent marriage.  Brandie and her 
new husband, Craig Lange, tied the 
knot on April 24 and honeymooned 
in the Western Caribbean. 

Workforce Connection 
By 

Denise Matherne 
 
 
     The Jefferson Workforce 
Connection recently sponsored 
an educational four-day training 
session presented by Ms. Jodie 
Sue Kelly of Cygnet Associates, 
out of Annapolis, Maryland.  
Ms. Kelly is a nationally re-
nowned job training instructor 
and social services analyst with 
over 20 years experience.  The 
four sessions were Integrating 
Employer Services into the One-
Stop, Case Managing for WIA 
Performance Standards, Recruit-
ing Customers for Workforce 
Development Programs, and 
How to Motivate the Hard to 
Serve.  In addition to our Jeffer-
son Parish employees who at-
tended the very informative 
workshop training, eighty-eight 
guests from local and in-state 
WIA agencies attended.  Jeffer-
son Workforce Connection 
would like to say thank you to 
Ms. Kelly for her educational 
and entertaining presentation. 
 
     Jefferson Workforce Connec-
tion recently received $95,000 
through the Department of So-
cial Services to head the STEP 
(System to Empower People) 
Program.  This is a 4- week pro-
gram for welfare recipients who 
are in need of job readiness and 
job search assistance.  Three of 
our employees were dispatched 
to Dept. of Social Services sites 
through December 31, 2004, to 
help facilitate this program. 
     Workforce Investment Act 
funding will close for the fiscal 
year on June 30, 2004.  New 
funding will begin in July.  WIA 
assists people with job search, 
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financial assistance, and educa-
tional assistance to promote self-
sufficiency. 
 
     On April 15 Workforce Con-
nection had an extremely suc-
cessful Spring Blow-Out Job 
Fair at our West Bank One-Stop 
Center in Gretna.  Mary McMil-
ler, Federal Program Coordina-
tor, organized the job fair, which 
over twenty-five employers from 
New Orleans and 160 perspec-
tive job seekers attended. 
     The Jefferson Parish One-
Stop office in Gretna hosts vari-
ous job interview sessions with 
companies to assist the general 
public with finding employment.  
In late April, UPS came to con-
duct interviews for package han-
dlers; forty-one applicants inter-
viewed for this position.  On 
May 12, Bayou State Security 
interviewed at the One-Stop 
Center for security guards, and 
twenty-eight people applied.  
Between the two companies, 
they were looking for twelve 
qualified employees.  Every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 9 A.M. until 12 noon, inter-
views are being held for Avon 
representatives for anyone aged 
16 years and older. 
     Workforce Connection hosts 
a Dress for Success Workshop 
every Wednesday at 10 A.M.  
Topics include techniques for 
dressing for job interviews, basic 
interviewing skills, and work 
ethics.  We would love for you 
to visit either of our One-Stop 
Centers. Our West Bank location 
is at 1900 Lafayette St. in Gretna 
and our East Bank location is at 
6701 Airline Drive in Metairie.  
Please feel free to visit either lo-
cation Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. 

Emergency Management 
By 

Sandra M. Ancar-Encalade 
 
 
     We will enter the 2004 hur-
ricane season on June 1.  The 
2004 hurricane prediction re-
port predicts that there could 
be 13 named storms, seven of 
which will become hurricanes.  
Three are predicted as a Cate-
gory 3, 4, or 5 hurricane.  We 
want to remind our fellow em-
ployees to take a proactive ap-
proach in preparing for the 
season, which extends through 
November 30, by having an 
emergency plan that includes 
details on storing food and 
water for emergencies, plan-
ning for evacuations, and pro-
tecting your property from 
hurricane damage.  Remem-
ber, we are dealing with 
“Mother Nature.”  Be ready. 
Be prepared. Be safe.    
 
     The 2004 named hurricanes 

are Alex, Bonnie, Charley, 
Danielle, Earl, Frances, Gas-
ton, Hermine, Ivan, Jeanne, 
Karl, Lisa, Matthew, Nicole, 
Otto, Paula, Richard, Shary, 
Tomas, Virginie and Walter.  
The last name, Walter, is also 
the name of our director. 
Hopefully, we will not get to 
it. 
 
     Tom Rodrigue, Coordina-
tor II, attended the Louisiana 
Floodplain Management Asso-
ciation Annual Conference  in 
Hammond in March.  He was 
awarded a Certificate of 
Achievement from the LA De-
partment of Transportation 
and Development Floodplain 
Management Office for pro-
motion of floodplain manage-
ment resulting in flood loss re-
duction in Jefferson Parish. 
Also, Tom was re-elected to 
the LA Floodplain Manage-
ment Board as the Southeast 
Louisiana representative. Con-
gratulations! 

 A Certificate of Achievement was presented to Tom Rodrigue, Coordinator 
II, Emergency Management, for promotion of floodplain management re-

sulting in flood loss reduction in Jefferson Parish. 
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Retirements 

Sandra Breaux 
Code Enforcement 

30 years 
 

Ronald Gillen 
Parish Attorney 

28 years 
 

Lester Henry 
Water 

23 years 
 

Noemie Seifert 
Drainage 
16 years 

 
William Ortolano 
General Services 

14 years 
 

Iris Castex 
Water 

30 years 
 

Audrey Arcement 
Fire 

26 years 
 

Shirley Lotten 
Juvenile Services 

21 years 
 

Louis Inguagiato, Jr 
Pump Stations 

15 years 
 

Patricia Gros 
General Services 

12 years 

Douglas Robert 
Traffic Engineering 

28 years 
 

Richard Thomas 
Personnel 
26 years 

 
Robert O’Brien 
Public Works 

17 years 
 

Douglas Richard 
Environmental 

14 years 
 

Robert Dean 
General Services 

10 years 

Safety Issues 
By Nolan Guidry, Safety Program Manager 

 
THE BIG PICTURE 

2003 Traffic Fatality DATA 
 

 
 
Yes, we are a part of the big picture. 
 
Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death in America. Yes, 43,220 deaths overall on the 
Nation’s highways in 2003, up slightly from 42,812 in 2002. 
 
In 2003, 58% of those killed in passenger vehicles were not wearing seat belts. Forty percent 
(17,401) of all fatalities were alcohol-related, essentially unchanged from 2002. 
 
This underscores the value of the need for the states to adopt standard safety belt laws and 
to increase enforcement of impaired driving laws. 
 
Motorcycle fatalities rose by 11% to 3,592.  
 
We need the cooperation of all Parish citizens to drive responsibly, fasten their safety belts, 
and care for each other’s safety on the road. 
 
Yes, now you can see we are a part of the BIG PICTURE. 
 
 


