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A Time To Give

Once again the Holiday Season is
upon us. At this special time of year
we pause to reflect upon the impor-
tant things in life and are reminded
of life’s blessings.

I am thankful for each of our Jef-
ferson Parish employees and wish
you and your families a glorious and
peaceful season as well as a prosper-
ous and adventurous New Year.

In the season of giving, I have
asked our employees to continue a
very special and compassionate tra-
dition—the Senior’s Wish program.

Jefferson Parish has a population
of over 83,000 senior citizens. Many
of them are alone and in need. This
program engages our employees to
participate by assembling beautiful
baskets, boxes, or other containers
filled with items that are useful for
homebound or underprivileged sen-
ior citizens within our community.
Some of these people have no family
nearby or at all.

These gifts do not have to be elabo-
rate or expensive. As the old cliché
goes, it’s the thought that counts.
Cards are placed on each basket noti-
fying the recipient that the gift is from
the employees of Jefferson Parish. To
see the gratified looks on their faces
when these baskets are delivered is
priceless. For those of you who have
already decided to participate, I would
like to thank you for your generosity
and involvement.

= RA¢ R 4 * R* 4

Message from the Parish President...

Aaron Broussard, Parish President

Last year, approximately 180
area homebound seniors received
baskets, and an additional 145
baskets were handed out to peo-
ple who participate in the Jeffer-
son Council on Aging Nutrition
Program at various Senior Cen-
ters throughout the parish.

However, due to the success
of the program, there are many
more needy senior citizens who
have come forward requesting to
participate in the program, and
more baskets are needed. 1 un-
derstand that this is a very busy
time of year, but if at all possi-
ble, please find in your heart to
make this holiday season a little
brighter for some very special
members of our senior citizen
community.

For more information on this
program, please contact your of-
fice coordinator or Public Infor-
mation Officer Jacquie Bauer at
736-6410.
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Editor’s

Notes

Showing Appreciation

It takes over 3,000 employees to
run the various departments of Jef-
ferson Parish Government. Each
one of us has an important role to
play in maintaining the services and
quality of life that the citizens of
Jefferson have come to expect.
During difficult economic times,
when positions have to be elimi-
nated and raises reduced, it may
sometimes seem that our contribu-
tions are undervalued.

The Parish Administration wants
to assure you all that this is not true,
and we are determined that none of
our employees forget how impor-
tant and appreciated they are.
Along these lines, CAA Tim Whit-
mer recently requested that we de-
velop a program to recognize the
invaluable services and contribu-
tions that our employees provide to
our community. [ have formed a
committee to help achieve Mr.
Whitmer’s vision. Along with me,
the executive members of the com-
mittee are D.J. Mumphrey, Chereen
Gegenheimer, and Fran Robichaux.
There will also be several employee
representatives:

Barbara Arcement—Environmental
Jacquie Bauer— President’s Office
Pat Borne— President’s Office

Jim Davis— Library

R. de la Gardelle— Criminal Justice
Joe Denny — Criminal Justice
Fran Hemenway — Pump Stations
Randy Majoria— Environmental
Gene Pereira— Drainage

Kathy Russo— Environmental
Ramon Solares— Criminal Justice
Vic Von Hassel— Engineering
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Feleciano Mendoza, Jr.
Editor

The committee has already had
its first meeting, during which it de-
cided that its first responsibility will
be to research existing recognition
programs and generate ideas that
will be a good fit for the Parish.
Members will also be contacting
area businesses and organizations to
solicit contributions in the form of
coupons, discounts, and member-
ships for our employees. The com-
mittee will also be working on a
plan to help Parish employees be
aware of and utilize the benefits and
perks that are already available to
us, such as discounted member-
ships at area fitness centers and re-
duced tuition costs at colleges.

We welcome your input and
suggestions. If you have any ideas
that would help us create a pro-
gram, or if you know of any area
businesses that would participate,
please let us know by contacting
Fran Robichaux by phone or e-mail
or by bringing your idea to the at-
tention of one of the employee
committee members.

As President Broussard wrote in
this month’s message to us all, this
is the time to give. I am hopeful
that through the efforts of our Em-
ployee Recognition Committee, we
will be able to give a little more
back to all of you who deserve it so
much. God bless you all, and have
a safe and happy holiday season.



Human Resources
By
Greg Alexander

On May 28 at Lafitte Civic
Center, Safety Officer Millie
Macera presented a Certificate
of Honor to Delila M. Hodges,
JeffCap Head Start Clerk, for her
heroic effort in using the Heim-
lich Maneuver to aid and possi-
bly save the life of a co-worker
who was choking and in distress.
Mrs. Hodges stated that it was a
very easy technique that we all
should learn. Congratulations
and thanks go to Delila on her
quick response and life-saving
actions for her fellow worker.
Millie would like to offer to all
Parish employees the opportu-
nity to learn the Heimlich Ma-
neuver through her CPR/AED
classes which are offered every
month. Please sign up for this
life-saving class.

Major congratulations go to
our Executive Assistant Rosalyn
Cimino for earning her CMA
(Certified Municipal Assistant)
certification. Rosalyn received
her certification at the fall
LAMSA (Lousiana Association

of Municipal Secretaries and As-
sistants) conference, which was
held in Lafayette from September
22-24. LAMSA is dedicated to
the professional development and
continuing education of adminis-
trative professionals in municipali-
ties throughout Louisiana.

Clerical administrators from all
over the state, including many city
clerks and mayors’ executive sec-
retaries, attended the conference
and are working toward certifica-
tion. To become a CMA, a candi-
date must earn points in three dif-
ferent areas: education through
participating in conferences, semi-
nars, and workshops; experience
on the job; and academic educa-
tion, which for Rosalyn meant
classwork at LSU. So demanding
are the requirements for earning
CMA certification that only 42
people in Louisiana have achieved
it; and Rosalyn is the first in Jef-
ferson Parish. Rosalyn has been
working toward her certification
for five years, and we all congratu-
late her for reaching her goal.

All of us in Human Re-
sources wish our Safety Manager
Nolan Guidry a speedy recovery.
We hope to see you soon, Nolan!

LAMSA President Maryanne Nunley and Mayor David T. Riggins pre-
sent Rosalyn Cimino her CMA certificate in Lafayette
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General Services
By
Kathy Theriot

The second auction of the
year was held in mid-October at
Surplus Property. The auction is
usually held in the first quarter
of the year; however, it is being
moved to the fourth quarter, so
this year we had two auctions.
The auction was a success,
grossing over $173,000.00. We
would like to thank Lone Star
Auctioneers of Forth Worth,
Texas, and all who helped make
the auction run smoothly: Rosa-
lind Tillman, Joanna Driver,
Peggy Barton, Rich Hoag, Mi-
chael Carter, Larry Austin,
William Tinnel, Lionel Harris,
Shayne Perez, David Bunch,
Norman Lewis, Michael
Fonseca, Mike Defourneaux,
and Leo Webb.

Special thanks to Fleet Man-
agement employees: Steve
Woodall, Victor Rodriques,
Phillip Hollard, Mike Bedford,
Jonathan Frank, Gary Lam-
pard, Diane Spencer and Di-
rector Waren St. Cyr. Their
expertise was vital in making
this auction successful. We look
forward to seeing everyone at
next year’s auction.

We welcome our new employ-
ees: Scott Chachere, Stationery
Engineer I, Norman Louis, Jr,
Laborer; Allan Orgeron, Shop
Carpenter; Michael Fonseca, As-
sistant Property Manager, Sur-
plus. Sherman Rogers has been
promoted to Stationery Engineer
II. We wish him the best in his
new position. Congratulations to
employee of the month for June,
Kathy Theriot; and supervisor



General Services continued

of the month for June, Anthony
Francis. Because of their dedi-
cation and hard work, all Gen-
eral Services employees who
worked on recent moves were
named employees of the month
for July.

A 71b, 10 oz bouncing baby
boy, Zachary Michael Toups,
was born October 13 to Sandra
and Erik Toups.

Energy Conservation
By
Monica Campuzano
Enegy Conservation Manager

INSULATION TIPS

1. Your home’s duct system carries
the air from the furnace and central
air conditioner to each room.
Ducts that leak heated air can add
hundreds of dollars a year to your
utility bills. Insulating ducts in un-
conditioned spaces is usually very
cost effective. Have a qualified
professional insulate, repair, and
seal ducts in spaces such as attics
and garages to prevent leakage.

2. If foil-backed duct tape is used to
repair and seal ductwork, look for
tape with the Underwriters Labora-
tories (UL) logo to avoid tape that
degrades, cracks, and loses its bond
with age. Mastic sealant can also
be used.

3. Install caulking, sealant, and
weatherstripping on doors and win-
dows that don’t fit tight, and on
seams and cracks to keep cool air
in during the summer.

e Use caulk for cracks and holes
smaller than 2 inch. Caulking is
usually used around windows, door

frames, and window air condition-
ers.

e Use spray foam to fill holes from
% to 3 inches.

e Holes bigger than 2-3 inches
should be filled or covered with
rigid foam insulation and then
caulked or foamed around the
edges.

e Elastomeric caulks are made of
silicone, latex, and/or acrylic mate-
rial. Check the label to make sure
the caulk is appropriate for your
application.

e Spray foam, or urethane, makes a
great seal and is inexpensive. It
seals rapidly, but is very sticky. It
is best for large holes where it can
expand freely.

e Weatherstripping is used be-
tween the moving and stationary
parts of doors and windows.

4. Be sure that the fireplace
damper is tightly closed when
not in use.

5. Install insulating gaskets be-
hind outlet and switch cover-
plates on exterior walls.

6. Repair all broken and cracked
window panes. Clear tape can
be used to seal cracks, and bro-

ken and missing panes can be
covered with cardboard.

7. Install insulation in attics,
ceilings, and exterior walls to
resist the transfer of heat. The
higher the R-value, the better.
Look for the Energy Star label
when shopping for insulation.
Do not insulate on top of re-
cessed lighting fixtures, mo-
tors, and other heat-producing
equipment that protrude
through the attic floor or over
eave vents.

8. Install storm windows over
single-pane windows, or re-
place them with double-pane
windows. Blinds and shades
can also help control tempera-
ture changes and manage the
amount of natural light enter-
ing a room. An inexpensive
and effective way to weather-
ize your windows is to attach
thin, clear plastic film to the
window trim inside of the
house with double-sided tape.
The film is then stretched tight
using a blow dryer to remove
creases. Clear plastic should
also be used to cover window
air conditioning units during
cold weather periods.

President Broussard congratulates Sewerage Director Brett Todd for his
15 years of Parish service.
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Parks & Recreation
By
Gwen Styron

JPRD ONLINE SERVICES
is growing in popularity. We be-
gan offering our Online Services
on the Parks and Recreation web
pages at www.jeffparish.net in
September. This is where you
can view/download our Activity
Guides or go to the Online Ser-
vice to view what is offered and
check availability. If you wish to
enroll, you may do so using your
Visa or Mastercard. If you are
new to the system, you must call
our office for your Family PIN
and Client Barcode numbers.
When setting this up, please in-
clude the names of anyone in
your household you think you
may register for a JPRD program
(even if you are not registering
them at this time) as this will
prevent your having to call our
office to add them. In addition,
we now offer the ability to pay
with your Mastercard or Visa
(debit/credit) card; however, this
can only be done in the office or
online. Since September, we
have taken 142 internet registra-
tions and anticipate even more
next year.

The 2005 Activity Guides
will be available by January 6,
when they will appear in the
Times-Picayune and registration
begins for the spring and sum-
mer programs. These Activity
Guides can be viewed or
downloaded as early as Decem-
ber 27 as well as viewing pro-
grams offered through Online
Services at the Parks and Rec-
reation web page.

We would like to recognize
the employees of Lafreniere

Park who did such an excellent
job in November with the
“SOLDIER’S HEALING
FIELD.” Over 1400 flags repre-
sented soldiers who gave their
lives for their country. Four sec-
tions were dedicated to those
who have died since September
11, 2001. The flags that formed
the four stars in the center were
dedicated to those Jeffersonians
who died in action.

CELEBRATION OF THE
SEASON, the Christmas light
display at Lafreniere Park,
opened on November 18 and
will run through Sunday, De-
cember 26. Display hours are
daily from dusk until 9:45 p.m.

On November 6, the “Ray
Wingerter Memorial Field” was
dedicated at Cleary Playground
in memory of the time and ener-
gies Mr. Wingerter contributed
to Cleary Playground throughout
the years.

Congratulations to:

4 Seth Simpson who was pro-
moted to Area Coordinator
of Athletics on the East
Bank. Seth has been with
the Department of Parks and
Recreation since 1984, ris-
ing through the ranks as a
Center Supervisor then be-
coming a Zone Manager.

¢ Dana McNally, clerk typist
for East Bank Maintenance,
who gave birth to a bounc-
ing baby boy on Monday,
October 11 at 8:41 a.m. —
John Edward McNally — 6
Ibs. 7 0z. and 19 '4” long.
Daddy Raymond and sister
Lacey are as proud as they
can be of the new addition!

Congratulations to Recreation’s Employees of the Year: East Bank’s Chris
Naumann, Assistant Center Supervisor — Cleary Playground — recipient of the
2003-2004 Bruce A. Restel Award, pictured with C.J. Gibson; and West
Bank’s Charles Harris, Equipment Operator III, WB Maintenance
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Parks & Recreation continued

Our sincerest sympathy to the
family of Noel Spicuzza, who
passed away on November 14. He
was employed as a groundskeeper
at Terrytown Playground.

Congratulations to the following
Employees of the Month:

JULY Mike Scott, Mainte-
nance Supervisor, WB Mainte-
nance

John Doyle, Maintenance Su-
pervisor — Buildings — EB Main-
tenance

AUGUST Sandra Bealer, Asst.
Center Supervisor — Avondale
Playground

Luis Aldana, Center Supervi-
sor — Cleary Playground

SEPTEMBER Charles Harris,
Equipment Operator 111, WB
Maintenance

Robert Otero, Asst. Center Su-
pervisor — Bright Playground

OCTOBER Gervin Mitchell,
Groundskeeper, M.L. King Play-
ground

Timothy O’Quinn, Warehouse
Supervisor — EB Maintenance

Community Justice
Agency
By
Debbie Villio

As the year draws to a close,
it’s time to reflect on many of
the good things that took place
during 2004.

This year, CJA administered
more than $4 million in grants to
help improve several areas of
Jefferson’s criminal justice sys-
tem, from fighting drug abuse
and delinquency to increasing
efforts toward homeland security
and broadening Weed & Seed
programs in the Westside Ter-
race community.

While on the subject of Weed
& Seed, congratulations to Cha-
rissa Williams, Weed & Seed
community services counselor,
on the birth of her first child,
Justin Cole Taylor (6 pounds, 12
ounces & 20 ' inches long), this
past summer. Charissa returned
to her post in early November.

Also in November the voters
of Jefferson Parish approved the
rededication of a tax millage to
provide enough money for the

EIS Director Ridley Boudreaux, left, and Computer Systems Supervisor Francis Mar-
tinez, right, present Nancy Samrow and Gilbert Floyd 15-year service pin awards.
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criminal justice system to con-
tinue its work to make the parish
safer from crime. Our thanks to
the voters and to the parish ad-
ministration and the parish coun-
cil for making the new funding a
reality without increasing taxes.
In the coming weeks you will
notice a change in the CJA pages
on the Jefferson Parish Web
Site. We are attempting to make
the pages more informative,
more colorful, and easier to
navigate. Among the new items
are a complete departmental
flow chart, a locator map show-
ing CJA service sites, and a
roundup of all grant programs.
More on that at a later date.

Recently, our state was ac-
knowledged as one of the top
five most charitable states in the
nation. We witness that on a
daily basis in Jefferson’s crimi-
nal justice system — the many
agencies trying to help children
and families who cannot do it all
by themselves; the adults trying
to lead a life away from crime
and substance abuse, and those
honestly trying to succeed with a
second chance for a good life.
We also witness scores of indi-
viduals, inside those agencies
and dedicated outside commu-
nity volunteers, who continually
work hard on behalf of their
neighbors in need -- often above
and beyond.

Because of them, our Jeffer-
son community is truly blessed.
They provide the joy and
warmth of the Holiday Season
all year ’round. We wish the
Lord’s Blessing upon them for
what they do and wish them suc-
cess.



INSPECTION AND

CODE ENFORCEMENT
By
Linda Roy

Annually, the American Can-
cer Society holds local fund-
raising golf tournaments. Local
winners progress to state tourna-
ments, and state winners ad-
vance to the national tourna-
ment, which this year was held
at Pinehurst Golf Village in
North Carolina (the site of the
2005 PGA US Open).

Code Enforcement Director
Louis Savoye and several of his
golfing friends advanced through
the local and state tournaments
in the Men’s Division 2 category
to the national event held Octo-
ber 29 and 30, 2004. After the
first day of competition, Mr.
Savoye’s team along with four
other teams were tied for second
place. After completion of the
second and final day of competi-
tion, Mr. Savoye’s team ad-
vanced ahead of all other teams
to finish in first place by two
strokes, winning the national ti-
tle in their division.

CONGRATULATIONS to
our Director and his

representing Louisiana so
well.

NEW FACES!! We wel-

come the following employees
to our Code Family.
Mark Tominey, Plan Re-
viewer I; Carol Guillot, Cus-
todian; Robin Lanusse, Typ-
ist Clerk III; Wanda Hart-
man, Data Entry Operator II;
Jodi Illg, Title Abstractor I;
Kathy Huynh, COE worker;
Angel Gonzales, Complaints
Investigator I; Douglas Per-
tuit, Electrical Inspector I; and
Veronica Clement, Recep-
tionist. GLAD TO HAVE
YOU!

WHAT AN HONOR!! Ro-
land “Skeeter” Thomassie,
Mechanical Inspector I, was
inducted into the newly organ-
ized Musicians’ Hall of Fame.
Skeeter was honored at a cere-
mony held at the Alario Cen-
ter. He has his own CD and I
can tell you he sings
WONDERFULLY! (He also

President Broussard congratulates Code Enforcement Director Savoye
for 10 years of service—and for his national golf championship too!
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can CUT A RUG!!!!) Stop by
my office and I'll play one of
his songs for you!!!! WE

ministrative Assistant, gave
birth to, not one, but two BA-
BIES! Nicholas and Lauren
were born on Halloween day.
Mom and babies are doing just
fine, and they are BEAUTI-
FUL!! Hurry back, we MISS
you!!!

AND SPEAKING OF
HALLOWEEN! Once again,
employees of Code Enforce-
ment gave us a look at their
other personalities. Jill
Bergeron dressed like a pi-
rate; Richard Phillips was
King Kong with a hula skirt
and coconuts in places you can
only imagine; Cynthia John-
son wore a costume with a
BIG skeleton face on the front
and a HUGE hat on her head;
and Melody Kennedy was a
FUBAGUSA!!, a combination
of several building inspectors.
(YOU GOTTA KNOW HER)

Get Well Wishes to Joe
Dean Krack, Roberta Grace,
and Nolan Guidry. Our
prayers are with you.

The holidays are a wonder-
ful time of year. As we make
our holiday dinners and wrap
our presents, let us not forget
the less fortunate. This year,
please make a special effort to
help someone who is not as
lucky as we have been. Even a
smile, a phone call, a simple
hello goes a long way. And



Parkways
By
Angela Winchester

Hey everybody, Happy Holi-
days and all that good stuff.
This is the time of year when we
should be reflecting on all we
flubbed up during the year. We
should make a resolution not to
make the same mistakes twice or
at least not three times.

We lost a few good workers
this year. They didn’t die; they
retired or quit to move on to
greener pastures. Ed Pizani,
Foreman II, retired recently;
some people will miss him. We
should always, always, recog-
nize and respect the differences
in others. That’s what makes
each of us unique and interest-
ing.

There are a lot of changes
taking place not only in the
Parkways Department but the
whole Parish. Here’s wishing
for a Happy New Year for us al!

Bill Fortenberry, Director of Risk
Management, presents Bob Burns
with his 15-year award.

Department of Sewerage
By
Bobbie Fose

Congratulations to Tammy L. Guillot, who was chosen
Departmental employee of the year. Ms. Guillot recently took
over the belt press operations at the Harvey Treatment Plant.
She has transformed the entire belt press area, and is a true as-
set to this department. Ms. Guillot is an excellent worker with
a great personality and is respected by her supervisors as well
as her peers. On her own time, Tammy studied to obtain the
Wastewater Treatment Class III and Class IV licenses. Her
initiative is to be admired.

Ms. Guillot assumes additional responsibilities beyond her
job requirements and accomplishes results as efficiently as
possible. Ms. Gulliot also is a member of the crew that was
cited in 2003 for an “accident-free year.” Again, congratula-
tions to you, Tammy. We at the Department of Sewerage are
very proud of your accomplishments. Keep up the good work.

Assistant Director Mike Stamps (left) receives his fifteen-
year pin from Sewerage Director Brett Todd.

Superintendents David Orgeron (left), Clifford Pierre (right),
and Director Todd congratulate Dwayne Thomas and Oscar
Jasmine for 15 years of service.
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Animal Shelter
By
Bert Smith

The SPAY USA Conference
was held in New Orleans again
this year, bringing hundreds of
people together to learn about
innovative programs to reduce
the number of unwanted dogs
and cats in our communities.

Representing the Jefferson
Parish Animal Shelter Depart-
ment at the conference were East
Bank Animal Shelter Manager
Norma Briscoe, West Bank
Animal Shelter Manager Jackie
Booker, Assistant Director
Elena Jones, and Director Bert
Smith.

-

The Animal Shelter Depart-
ment welcomes several new em-
ployees. They are Eddie Wash-
ington and Nancy Lahaye, Ani-
mal Control Officers; Linda
Porrovecchio, Typist Clerk II;

and Darnell Berniard, Kennel-
worker 1. In addition, Frederick
Quinn has transferred from Ani-
mal Control Officer to Kennel-
worker at the West Bank Animal
Shelter.

Animal Shelter employees re-
mind their fellow Parish employ-
ees that the Animal Shelter has
dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens up
for adoption and looking for good,
life-long homes.

The shelters are open six days
a week for adoptions.

Anyone interested in adopting
a new pet may also want to take
advantage of one of the regular
off-site adoption events held by
the Animal Shelter. The Pet
Adoption Days are usually on the
third Saturday of each month at
various locations around the par-
ish. Call 736-6111 or 349-5111
for the date and time of the next
event.

Also, friendly, healthy -cats
from the parish Animal Shelters
are up for adoption every day at
Jefferson Feed, Pet, and Garden
Center located on Jefferson High-
way at Central Avenue in old Jef-
ferson. The Purr Pad, the cat
adoption center inside the store, is
open at all times when the store is
open.

Engineering Director Mike Lavelle congratulates (left photo) Sal Mo-
schella, for 15 years of service; and Philn Dubone (center in right
photo) for ten years, as Supervisor Harold Wiebelt looks on.

Page 9

Library
By
Jim Davis

New Director Named

After the most successful
Summer Reading Program in the
library’s history and the comple-
tion of its third annual “Coffee
and Conversation” author series,
the Library looks forward to
more programs and activities for
its patrons as the year draws to a
close and a new year ap-
proaches—under the progressive
leadership of its new Director.
We are proud to introduce to you
Lon Dickerson.

Lon, who joined us in mid-
October, previously served in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, as the Director of
the three-county consolidated Chat-
ham-Effingham-Liberty Regional
Library. He was also Director at
the Omaha Public Library; the
Timberland Regional Library in
Olympia, Washington; and the
Lake Agassiz Regional Library in
Moorhead, Minnesota.

Prior to his director positions,
Lon was a Peace Corps Volunteer
Librarian in Sierra Leone. Later, in
Monrovia, Liberia, he served as the
Acting Director and Head of Tech-
nical Services for the University of
Liberia Libraries. Lon is originally
from Plymouth, Michigan. Wel-
come, Lon!

More Library news on Page 12



Environmental
By
Katherine Costanza

In the midst of Hurricane Ivan
in  September 2004, Jefferson
Parish received a Louisiana De-
partment of Environmental
Quality Keep Louisiana Beauti-
ful Award at the Annual State
Litter Conference held in Alex-
andria.  Jefferson Parish was
awarded third place in recogni-
tion of its efforts in the law en-
forcement category for the adop-
tion and implementation of the
Parish’s Shopping Cart Ordi-
nance, which helps keep errant
shopping carts out of neighbor-
hoods. Recipients in the Law
Enforcement Category are ac-
knowledged for their efforts to
promote a cleaner Louisiana.
An independent panel of judges
selected Jefferson Parish as a re-
cipient for the adoption of its
new shopping cart ordinance.

The new ordinance provides a
tool to help local government
deal with unresponsive retailers
who refuse be a part of the solu-
tion. Citizens observing aban-
doned shopping carts can now
call the Department of Environ-
mental Affairs at 736-6102 and
have carts tagged for removal in
accordance with the new regula-
tion.

The issue of shopping cart blight
has placed Jefferson Parish among
a growing number of localities na-
tionally who view the matter of
abandoned shopping carts as a
form of blight which encourages
litter and detracts from the quality
of life. Jefferson Parish is one of
the few communities in the nation
to have enacted this type of law.

Once again “WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS” to help us
with the Jefferson Parish Christ-
mas Tree Marsh Restoration
Project. This innovative project,
now in its 16th year, uses recy-
cled Christmas trees to protect
and restore wetlands in the
Barataria Basin in two ways: (1)
building sediment-trapping
fences that protect and restore
wetlands, and (2) filling in aban-
doned, dead-end, oil and gas ca-
nals with Christmas trees, restor-
ing the natural hydrology. We
particularly need volunteers with
shallow draft boats. To volun-
teer, call Kathleen Deubler at
731-4612.

The Jefferson Parish Depart-
ment of Environmental Affairs also
participated in the Jefferson Parish
Senior Citizens Expo on October
19, 2004. Our booth showcased the
various environmental programs,
such as curbside recycling and
mosquito control, handled by our
department. Vivian Lasseigne and
Inga Dupre were on hand to pro-
vide information and answer ques-
tions.

On Saturday, November 13, En-
vironmental Quality Technician
Tom Cooper and Environmental
Quality Supervisor Katherine Co-
stanza coordinated the Depart-
ment’s participation in Cox Com-
munity Affairs’ 13® Annual Day of
Peace held in the Woodmere Sub-
division.  This annual event is
sponsored by Curtis Green, host of
Cox Channel 78 Community Af-
fairs Show. Each year, a local
community in the metropolitan area
is targeted for a neighborhood
clean-up and school supply give-
away. Several volunteers from the
area participated in an all-out attack
on litter in the neighborhood.

We would like to welcome
Ms. Barbara Arcement to our
staff. Barbara was hired as an
inspector in our Solid Waste Di-
vision, replacing Doug Richard,
who recently retired. Prior to
joining our department, Barbara
was an inspector with Inspection
and Code Enforcement’s West-
bank Weed and Pollution Con-
trol Division.

Helen White (right) receives her 15-year service pin from Commu-
nity Development Director Brenda Richard-Montgomery.
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Juvenile Services
By
Arlyn L. Smith

The Department of Juvenile
Services wishes all the best to
Elaine Dillon, who retires De-
cember 1, 2004, after 31 years,
10 months service as a Juve-
nile Detention Officer. All
of us know of her absolute
commitment and care of the
safety and welfare of the chil-
dren under her supervision.
She will be missed!
“ENJOY”.

Our department, together
with the family, mourns the
death of Alex J. Pisciotta.
“Mr. Joe” was a Job Devel-
oper with the Correctional Op-
tions Program who died unex-
pectedly October 23, 2004.

WELCOME to the following
new employees:

Kynan Davis, Detention
Home Security Guard; Mary
Flagg, Institutional House-

keeper; and Lawrence John-
son, Detention Counselor at
the Rivarde Detention Center;
and to Judith Johnson, Re-
ceptionist; and Willie Jenkins
III, Probation Officer at our
East Bank office.

FAREWELL AND BEST

EMPLOYEES OF THE THIRD
QUARTER (JULY-SEPT)

Charon Jules—Detention Officer
Oliver Antoine—Detention Sup-
port

Kirk Bradley—Probation Officer
Deborah Manuel—Probation Sup-
port

Karen Robinson—Supervisor

We also want to congratulate
Sheila Gross and Carl Pierce
for ten years of service; Joseph
Marshall and Monique Willis
for twenty years of service; and
Carolyn Robinson for twenty-
five years of service.

On Tuesday, November 9,
2004, Roy Juncker, Jr., Direc-
tor of Juvenile Services, Patricia
Hattier of Juvenile Services,
and, Sargeant Terri Heno, of the
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office
participated in the National

Reading Day at St. Benilde’s
School in Metairie. Mr. Juncker,
who dressed the part of President
John Adams, read to Mrs. Bar-
bara Duplaisir’s 5" grade class.

WISHES to the following em-
ployees who resigned to pur-
sue other opportunities:
Michelle Burris, Erica Dour-
oux, Melfred Garrison, Alie
McGhee, Juvenile Counselors
at the Rivarde Detention Cen-
ter, and Probation Officers
John DeLucca and Sharon
Rallo.

The story that was read de-
tailed the life of President Ad-
ams and his family during the
Revolutionary War. Mr. Juncker
rewarded some of the students
with gift mugs and candy for
their attention and comprehen-
sion of the material.
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Emergency Management
By
Sandra M. Ancar-Encalade

WHEW!! With a little bit of
luck, the hurricane season for
Southeast Louisiana was small
in comparison to our southeast-
ern neighbors. Although tens of
thousands of motorists’ patience
were tested during evacuation on
all major highways to the west
and north, we hope it will not
discourage you to do the same in
the future. Evacuating was the
“right thing” to do as it ensured
your family and loved ones pro-
tection. For those of you who
heeded our warnings and fled,
we thank you for doing so. The
hurricane season officially ended
on November 30. Sigh of Re-
lief!

Congratulations to Tom Rod-
rigue, Emergency Coordinator
II, on becoming a Certified
Floodplain Manager with the
Association of State Floodplain
Managers. His expertise in this
field is an asset to the Parish,
and we are very proud of Tom.

Congratulations to Elda P.
Olsen, Emergency Coordinator
II, on 20 years of service to Jef-
ferson Parish. She will be recog-
nized along with other Parish
employees at a presentation on
December 9.

I wish to express my sincere
appreciation to my fellow co-
workers and employees of Jef-
ferson Parish for their kind
words of encouragement,
prayers, and support during my
husband’s two-year battle with
colon cancer. Leander passed
away on October 13. Thank you
so much.



Library continued from Page 9

To celebrate Children’s Book
Week, Jefferson Parish Library
recently held a bookmark contest
for ages 5-13. It was a difficult
task to choose winners at each of
the branches because of the tal-
ent and creativity of the partici-
pants in illustrating a scene from
a favorite book.

Grand Prize Winning Bookmarks

To learn more about the grand
prize winners for each age cate-
gory, visit http://www jefferson.
lib.la.us/childrens/bookmarks04.
htm .

To celebrate the holidays,
join us at our second annual Ho-
Ho-Holiday Sing-Along for chil-
dren. This special story time pro-
gram is presented by volunteer
library staff members in the holi-
day spirit--and in holiday cos-
tume, wearing reindeer head-
bands--to start the holidays on a
happy note.

There will be holiday stories,
holiday songs (including story
songs), holiday poems, a holiday
dance (the Reindeer Pokey), a
holiday craft--and, of course,
holiday books.

A very merry time is planned,
so come join the fun! The pro-
grams will be presented from
Dec. 7-Dec. 22 at various library
locations.  Check the library
website for a program near you.

Holiday programs aren’t
just for kids at the library. As
a holiday gift to you grown-
ups, we present a program es-
pecially and primarily for
those who fondly remember
Mr. Bingle from their child-
hood, though the program is
open to children of all ages.

On Saturday, December 11,
2004, 12:00 Noon, at East
Bank Regional Library, 4747
West Napoleon Avenue, Met-
airie, come hear the little
known history of Mr. Bingle,
the New Orleans holiday icon,
as author Sean Doles tells the
story behind the writing of
Saving Mr. Bingle: A New Or-
leans Christmas Fairy Tale.
A book signing will follow,
with books available for pur-
chase from Friends of Jeffer-
son Public Library (cash and
checks only).

Autographed copies of the
book would make great gifts
for the Mr. Bingle fans on
your holiday shopping list.
While here, have lunch at the
library’s Chateau Coffee Caf¢,
and browse for more stocking
stuffers in the Friends of Jef-
ferson Public Library Gift
Shop.

Sean Patrick Doles, a native
New Orleanian now residing
in Austin, Texas, received his
early education at Immaculate
Heart of Mary School before
attending Jesuit High School
and earning a National Merit
Scholarship to the University
of Southern California, where
he received degrees in Jour-
nalism and History. Doles in-
terned during the summer of
1989 at New Orleans Weekly
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Gambit newspaper, which was
located in the Maison Blanche
Building on Canal Street. At
Gambit, Sean researched the
"Blake Pontchartrain" historical
and cultural trivia columns, be-
ginning his on-going fascination
with the secret history of New
Orleans.

About the book: “Christmas has
been a difficult time of year for
department store manager
Haywood Coleman since the
death of his only son, but this
year promises to be the worst. A
corporate takeover jeopardizes
the existence of his store and,
along with it, the fate of Mr.
Bingle, New Orleans’ beloved
Christmas mascot.”

Bring along your old Mr.
Bingle and your Mr. Bingle pho-
tos, too!

From December 20 through
the end of the year, young peo-
ple 18 years old and under who
have accumulated fines on their
library card records will be given
an opportunity to earn a fresh
start. “READ OFF FINES” al-
lows them to earn a $2.00 reduc-
tion for existing fines for every
15 minutes of reading. See the
website for the guidelines.

Author appearances continue
into the New Year as we wel-
come author Dayne Sherman of
Natalbany, Louisiana, on Janu-
ary 6, 2005, at 7:00 PM.



Library continued

Dayne will discuss and
read from his highly praised
first novel, Welcome To The
Fallen Paradise and how he
evolved from high school drop-
out to a Reference Librarian at
SLU and published novelist. He
will also give us a glimpse into
his fictitious yet familiar Baxter
Parish.
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Dayne's unforgettable short
story, "Hard to Remember, Hard
to Forget," is included in the
Southern writers' anthology
STORIES FROM THE BLUE
MOON CAFE III, edited by
Sonny Brewer (who will appear
here on March 30). Those who
were here for the Blue Moon
Gang gathering at East Bank Re-
gional Library in August will
definitely remember Dayne’s
reading of that the story, which
was also published as a limited
edition and now collectible
chapbook.

Dayne’s talent and his suc-
cess are all the more impressive
with the realization that the au-
thor spent three years in ninth
grade and finally dropped out,

yet went on to earn a master’s
degree from LSU and become a
reference librarian at Southeast-
ern  Louisiana University in
Hammond—and an author who
earned a starred review in Book-

«

list, which called Paradise “a
pitch-perfect debut novel.”

A book signing will follow
this program as well, with books
available for sale from Friends.

Again this year, the library
will offer a series of “A New
Year, A New You” programs to
get the year started off right.
Watch the library website calen-
dar for those, too, as well as
other programs as they are con-
tinually developed.

Book clubs meet regularly at
the following library locations:
East Bank Regional Library--
Popular Fiction Book Club,
Great Books Club, and Teen
Book Club; Old Metairie Li-
brary—OIld Metairie Book Club;
West Bank Regional Library--
Historical Fiction Book Club
and Children’s Book Club; and
Terrytown--Midweekers” Book
Club. New participants are wel-
comed to join the clubs; book
selections are determined by the
members’ interests.

All Jefferson Parish Library
programs are free and open to
the public.

For the latest information
about programs, visit the Li-
brary’s website at http://www.
jefferson.lib.laus or call Jim
Davis, Information Specialist, at
838-1100.
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Employee News
The library would like to recog-
nize the following:

Promoted:
Janet Towson, promoted to
Librarian I in Cataloging

Retired:

Thelma Kiger - Library Asso-
ciate - Grand Isle (started April,
1971)

We welcome the following new
employees:

William Allen - Librarian II —
Rosedale Library

Juanita Johnson - Library As-
sociate (part-time) at East Bank
Regional Library

Tollenta Ovide - Library As-
sociate (part-time) at West Bank
Regional Library

Bruce Spears — Laborer -
Maintenance

Diana Frickey, Assistant to CAA

Tim Whitmer, receives her 15-

year service pin from President
Aaron Broussard




Retirements

Rene Esquerre
Recreation
34 years

Eric Lee James
Streets
33 years

Paul Martinez
Fleet Management
31 years

Lee Daspit
Traffic Engineering
30 years

Edward Pizani
Parkways
30 years

Robert Butler
Fire
26 years

Mildred Young
Code Enforcement
24 years

John Kelly
Streets
23 years

Andrew Mire
Water
21 years

John Bolar
General Services
21 years

John Branigan
Traffic Engineering
34 years

Charles E. Wilson
Engineering
32 years

Charles Wilson with Engineering
Director Mike Lavelle

Vance Waters
Water
30 years

Louis Antoine
Streets
30 years

George Scheuermann
Library
29 years

Leslie Floyd
Streets
25 years

Elaine Aleman
Water
23 years

Florence Barrios
Fire
23 years

Allie Cannella

Juvenile Services
11 years
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Dolores Ledet
JeffCAP
33 years

Elaine Dillon
Juvenile Services
31 years

Jeffrey Bock
Fire
30 years

John Nelson
Streets
30 years

John Siren
Traffic Engineering
27 years

George Madere
Sewerage
24 years

George Madere and Sewerage
Director Brett Todd

Clarence Smith
Drainage
23 years

Raymond Gibson
Sewerage
23 years




