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Pay Plan Study  
To Go Ahead 

 
Parish’s Goal To Remain 
Competitive 
 
     As businesses began returning 
after the hurricane, the large number 
of evacuees not returning to our lo-
cal workforce has created an ex-
tremely tight labor pool.  Business 
owners have been forced to raise 
their hourly wage and many have in-
stituted signing bonuses.  
  

Although this is bad news for 
businesses trying to make it in a post 
Katrina world, it is good news for 
our employees. In order to remain 
competitive with private business, 
the Jefferson Parish Council has au-
thorized the advertisement for firms 
to conduct comprehensive wage and 
salary surveys for the Pay Plan for 
the Classified, Executive, and Judi-
cial employees.  

 
Resolution Passed 
 
     Resolution number 105177 was 
passed jointly on March 22, 2006, 
and reads:    
  
            WHEREAS, for the Jefferson 
Parish Classified Service, Executive 
Service and Judicial Service to re-
cruit and retain an adequate supply 
of competent employees, Jefferson 
Parish must provide competitive 
pay; and 

            WHEREAS, in order to 
establish competitive pay rates, 
it is necessary to study the 
wages and salaries paid within 
the applicable labor market 
and, if necessary, make adjust-
ments to the applicable pay 
plans 
 
     It is my intention to have 
this process completed and the 
new pay plan as part of the 
2007 budget.  
 
     You, the  employees of Jef-
ferson Parish, are the backbone 
and lifeline of parish govern-
ment. Your dedication and en-
thusiasm in your daily tasks is 
why Jefferson Parish continues 
to be the most progressive par-
ish in the state. It is our inten-
tion to do whatever possible to 
help make it an easy choice for 
you to remain employed by Jef-
ferson Parish.     
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The “Floating Holiday”: 

Plan and Enjoy! 
 
 
      In the northeastern United 
States, people brag about enjoy-
ing the change of seasons – the 
changing colors of the leaves in 
fall, the blanket of snow and ice 
that covers the landscape, the 
sudden burst of blooms when 
spring finally arrives after the 
bleak, gray winter.   
 
     In this part of the world, we 
accept the fact that we don’t 
have those drastic changes in 
climate called seasons.  The 
weather changes suddenly and 
unpredictably here, but we 
don’t mark the seasons like they 
do in other parts of the country.  
We mark and measure our year 
in holidays and events instead.   
 
     After Christmas and New 
Year’s, we look forward to the 
Martin Luther King Day holiday.  
Most of us plan months, if not a 
year, in advance for Mardi Gras, 
followed closely behind by pa-
rades for St. Patrick’s Day and 
visiting altars on St. Joseph’s Day.   
After a holiday at Easter, we’re 
ready for Jazz Fest, a family gath-
ering for Mother’s Day, and then 
the Memorial Day holiday to start 
off the summer. 
 

     Everybody enjoys a holi-
day.  It’s a day on the Parish’s 
calendar we plan for.  But this 
year, the Parish has decided 
that no longer will All Saints 
Day (November 1) be a Parish 
holiday.  Instead, employees 
will take a “floating holiday.”  
 
     This “floating holiday” is a 
day of your choice and can be 
taken any day of the year.  
Some people may want to take 
their birthday, an anniversary, 
or a special event day like a 
graduation.  This “floating 
holiday” came about as a re-
sult of the survey that the Par-
ish’s Employee Recognition 
Committee sent out last year.  
Of course, employees need to 
give timely notice to their de-
partment so that the day they 
choose may be approved and 
scheduled in advance.   
 
      Now is the time to think 
about and schedule your 
“floating holiday” instead of 
waiting until the end of the 
year.  So put it on your calen-
dar now and make plans to en-
joy a holiday of your own 
choosing! 
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Sewerage 
By 

Bobbie Fose 
 
     I must say, we who worked 
on the East Bank, pre-Katrina, 
have a new appreciation for our 
West Bank commuters.  I used to 
think they were always com-
plaining about the traffic on the 
Huey Long Bridge.  WELL – 
now I understand!  If there is not 
an accident, there is someone 
having car problems – the list is 
endless, and so is the traffic. 
Add to this that the traffic is not 
as bad going from the East Bank 
to the West Bank. (We do have a 
bit of an edge in that respect.)  
So to all you West Bankers who 
I secretly thought complained 
too much – I sincerely apolo-
gize. 
 
Retirement Wishes 
 
     We want to wish Doyle Roe a 
long and happy retirement.  Mr. 
Roe was a definite asset to the 

Department of Sewerage.  Ac-
cording to his supervisor, Mon-
roe Tanner, Mr. Roe’s knowl-
edge of high voltage was a great 
asset to our department, espe-
cially on repairing high voltage 
motor controls and switchgear.  
He was extremely helpful over 
the years in upgrading our motor 
controls and electrical equip-
ment. 
 
      Mr. Roe’s dedication was 
never more apparent than after 
Hurricane Katrina when he was 
sent to start up the drainage 
pump stations.  He fell and in-
jured himself but continued to 
work to get the water pumped 
out.  In my estimation that might 
just be classified as hero status – 
though I know there were many 
heroes during this horrific time.  
Mr. Roe’s knowledge, loyalty, 
and dedication will be missed by 
all. 
 
     Our Department participated 
in the American Heart Associa-
tion “Wear Red Day.”  This 

event is dedicated to raising our 
awareness of heart disease in 
women and men.  We all need to 
educate ourselves about this dis-
ease and seek treatment when 
necessary.  Early detection and 
treatment saves lives. 
 

Long-Term Employees  
Honored 

 
Service Pins were awarded for 
fifteen years of service to: 
 
Louis Morris 
John Jessie 

 
 
 
 
 
Ten-Year Pins were awarded to: 
 
Mary Kropog 
Stanley Lenox 
Denis Mire 
Russell Norris, Jr. 
Linwood Simien 
 
Five-year pins went to:  
 
Mary Callahan 
Gertrude Hurt 
Corey Briscoe 
Leroy Coleman 
Jerrod Jessie 
 
     Congratulations and thanks to 
all of you for your years of ser-
vice to the Sewerage Department 
and to Jefferson Parish. 

Doyle Roe (second from right) is congratulated upon his retirement by 
Sewerage Superintendents Randy Doucet and  Monroe Tanner and 

by Director Brett Todd 

Director  Brett Todd  with John 
Jessie and Louis Morris, fifteen-year 

service award recipients 
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Planning 
By 

Terri Wilkinson 
 
     After 20 years of distin-
guished service, Jefferson Parish 
Planner and Army Staff Sergeant 
Francois Ancar retires on April 
5 from the Louisiana Army Na-
tional Guard.  Since 1989, Fran-
cois has devoted himself to the 
drills and training that maintain 
the readiness of all National 
Guard units.  Francois’ last drill 
weekend was April 1-2 in Car-
ville, Louisiana, where the 
Guard relocated its operations 
after Katrina damaged Jackson 
Barracks in New Orleans.   

 
 
 
      Francois also did active duty 
service as a Guardsman twice:  
in Germany for eight months in 
1996 as part of  the Bosnia Cam-
paign; and in Kuwait from 
March 2004 to March 2005.  At 
Camp Arifjan in Kuwait, Fran-
cois’ responsibilities included 
supervising the processing of 
Army Awards and Badges 
(Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
Combat Infantry Badge, etc.) for 
soldiers serving in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and Kuwait. 
  
     Congratulations to Francois 
on his accomplishment and 
much appreciation for his dedi-
cated service to our country! 

     Honored at the East Bank Re-
gional Library on March 21 for 
providing dedicated service to 
the Parish were six Planning De-
partment staff persons:  Rene 
Maggio and Bernice Parke 
(now retired) for 25 years of ser-
vice; and Phil Biondillo (also 
retired), Francois Ancar, Esbii 
Ogholoh, and Phil Tiller all for 
20 years of service.  Congratula-
tions and many thanks to these 
employees! 
 
     Parish planner Juliette Cas-
sagne attended a community 
charrette held at Marie Riviere 
Elementary School in Metairie 
on March 10-11, 2006 and spon-
sored by the Regional Planning 
Commission as part of a coop-
erative agreement and grant that 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency awarded to the 
RPC.  The RPC is applying 
smart growth principles and 
community-based approaches to 
study redevelopment of the West 
End area of Orleans and Jeffer-
son Parishes and is creating a 
policy document.  A related 

planning effort sponsored by Jef-
ferson Parish also is underway in 
Bucktown, where residents and 
businesspersons have been meet-
ing with Parish planners and 
planning consultants to develop 
goals, objectives, policies, and 
implementation strategies for the 
Bucktown neighborhood.  Parish 
planner Don Lapeyrolerie is the 
Parish’s liaison to the consult-
ants working on the Bucktown  
project, expected to be com-
pleted by this summer. 
     
      The new treasurer of the 
New Orleans Metro Section of 
the American Planning Associa-
tion is Parish planner Adam 
Williams.  Besides having 
money responsibilities, Adam is 
involved in organizing the regu-
lar monthly luncheon that Metro 
APA sponsors.  The next lunch-
eon, on April 7, 2006 at the Jef-
ferson Parish Library Metairie 
Road Branch, features speaker 
Dr. Ralph Thayer, formerly of 
UNO’s College of Urban and 
Regional Planning and now with 
FEMA. 

Francois and buddy in Kuwait 

President Broussard with Francois Ancar, Bernice Parke,  
Phil Tiller, and Rene Maggio 



Page   5 

Parks & Recreation 
By 

Gwen Styron 
 

     Our 2006 Summer Activity 
Guide will be available on April 
6 at www.jeffparish.net – Parks 
& Recreation web page (Adobe 
Acrobat Reader required) and 
will be available in The Times 
Picayune on Thursday, April 20. 
For more information call the 
respective office (East Bank – 
736-6999 or West Bank 349-
5000) or via e-mail to jprecrea-
tion@jeffparish.net  
     The youth athletic programs 
are progressing. The Parish-wide 
track meet is scheduled for April 
8 at Jefferson Playground which 
includes participants from both 
the East and West Banks. We 
have started posting schedules, 
on our website for All-Star and 
inter-playground programs. 
Baseball/Softball registration is 
now underway. 
     Adult athletic participants can 
download schedules, standings, 
& playoff information as well on 
our web page. 
 
Lafreniere is Back! 
 
     Lafreniere Park reopened on 
March 1. Parts of the jogging 
trail are barricaded due to dam-
age, and streets are being re-
paired. The Park Office began 
taking reservations for shelters 
and the Foundation Center; how-
ever, event dates for bookings 
for the Foundation Center can be 
no earlier than April 1.  
 
     Congratulations to our WB 
Employee of the Month  for Feb-
ruary – Denise Schaffer, 
Groundskeeper – Kings Grant 
Playground 

JPRD Employee of the Year: 
 
     Janice Parker, PARD Play-
ground’s Girls Program Supervi-
sor since 1983 who retired in 
December 2005, was selected for 
efforts, efficiency, and work 
ethic throughout the years. It 
will be very difficult to fill the 
void she has left; she will be 
missed by all. 

 
 
 
       
     Congratulations to Henry 
Jenkins, groundskeeper at 
Owens Playground, upon his re-
tirement. 
 
     Welcome back to Dominick 
Leone, Foreman I in WB Main-
tenance,  and Sana Winck, Cen-
ter Supervisor at Harvey, who 
were out for some time due to 
illness. 
 
     Get Well wishes to Wayne 
Grisbaum, Maintenance Repair-
man, and to Frank Flanagan, 
Maintenance Repairman. 
     Best wishes to Ashley Hollo-
way, who resigned and moved to 
Georgia, and to Obery Celes-
tine,  who is pursuing a job in 
the private sector. 
 
Our deepest sympathy: 
 To the family of Carlo Sara-
gusa, Jr. who passed away  
March 9. Carlo was the Night 
Supervisor at PARD and later  
Center Super at Kings Grant. 

 To Sandra Davis (Typist Clerk 
III - WB Athletics) and her fam-
ily upon the loss of her father, 
Lawrence LeJeune, who passed 
away on March 12  
 T o  V i c  C a l d a r a r a 
(Groundskeeper - EB Athletics) 
and his family upon the loss of 
his wife Marie on March 4. 
 T o  D a r l e n e  W i t m e y e r 
(Administrative Assistant) and 
her family upon the loss of her 
mother-in-law, Thais Witmeyer, 
on March 19. 
 To Silas Steele (Girls Program 
Supervisor at Owens) upon the 
loss of his mother. 
 

SERVICE PINS  
 
     The following Parks & Rec-
reation employees will be hon-
ored at a luncheon on April 19 at 
Lafreniere Park: 
 
25 years: 
 
Linda Crawford, Lemon 
Cita Marchese, WB Admin. 
Mary Williams, WB Admin. 
 
20 years: 
 
Albert Gibbs, Softball Complex 
Beverly Harper, Lemon 
Charles Harris, WB Maintenance 
Wayne Powell, Sr., WB Maint. 
Dennis Seal, WB Maintenance 
Gwen Styron, Administration 
Antoinette Williams, EB Admin. 
 
15 years: 
 
David Blackmon, WB Mainte-
nance 
Linda Bordelon, (Retired – WB 
Administration) 
John Hayes, Lafreniere Park 
Tony Hebert, Lakeshore \ 
Brian LeCompte, Lakeshore 
Scott Muhoberac, WB Mainte-
nance 
Leo Webb Sr., Assistant Director 

Janice Parker with Director 
 CJ Gibson 



Page   6 

Animal Shelter 
By 

Bert Smith 
 

     The Animal Shelter Depart-
ment will hold its annual Rabies 
Vaccination Campaign on Palm 
Sunday, just as it has for years.  
Thousands of dogs and cats will 
be brought by their owners to the 
17 “vaccination stations” set up 
at schools throughout the parish 
from Kenner to Lafitte for rabies 
shots, parish pet licenses, and 
collar tags.  
 
     There are three fewer sta-

tions this year in Jefferson Parish 
than in previous years because of 
damage to those schools from 
Katrina.  Also, the Animal Shel-
ter staff is stretched to cover the 
17 stations that are open.  Like 
every department, the Animal 
Shelter is dealing with staff 
shortages as a result of Katrina.  
Many Parish employees from 
other departments signed on to 
work at the vaccination stations 
in order to make the Rabies Vac-
cination Campaign a success. 
     The Rabies Vaccination 
Campaign in New Orleans was 
cancelled this year because of 
damage to the fire stations where 
the event is normally held and 
because so many of the veteri-
narians who administer the shots 
in the city are still displaced by 
the storm. 

 
     Elena Jones, who has been 
Assistant Director of the depart-
ment for several years, is the 
new Acting Director of the Ani-
mal Shelter.  Late last month, 
former Director Bert Smith ac-
cepted a new position as an Ex-
ecutive Assistant to the Parish 
President. 

 
 
 
     
 
      
     

     
    
 
 

     The Animal Shelter Department 
and its volunteer organization the 
Friends of the Jefferson Animal 
Shelter continue their homeless pet 
adoption outreach.  Dogs, cats, 
puppies and kittens are brought to 
various sites on Saturdays to show 
them off to potential adopters.   
     Upcoming off-site events are at 
Jefferson Feed, Pet, and Garden 
Center on Jefferson Highway in 
Old Jefferson and on April 29 and 
at the PetCo store on Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner on May 20. 
          Great, friendly cats from the 
Animal Shelter are also always up 
for adoption at Jefferson Feed in its 
Purr Pad, the cat adoption center 
inside the store, and there are dogs 
up for adoption there, too, on the 
first Saturday of every month. 

Parkways 
By  

Angela Winchester 
 

     Hey everybody,  guess 
what?  You’re not going to 
believe it but Parkways has a 
new Director!  That’s right, 
his name is Guy Allan Al-
likai Adams aka Kai.  He’s 
pretty cool.  
 
     Kai is not completely new, 
though: He comes to us from 
General Services, where he 
was  Acting Director for a 
while.   
 
     We made it through Mardi 
Gras without too much drama.  
The only problems we had 
were not enough people to 
work clean-up, no food for the 
few we had,  no drinks for 
them, and no sweepers sched-
uled for clean-up.  Then go 
figure, we managed to get the 
food, the drinks, schedule the 
sweepers, squeeze a few more 
helpers, and it worked out 
okay.  That’s it, talk to you 
next time. 

Ethan Gurney of the Best Friends Animal Society accepts a proclamation from 
Jefferson Parish President Aaron Broussard and Animal Shelter Director Bert 
Smith, thanking the group for its work to save animals after Hurricane Katrina.   

Newly appointed Executive 
 Assistant Bert Smith 
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Community Development 
By 

Sevilla Finley 
 
     CD staff recently welcomed 
its new Director, Anatola 
Thompson, formerly the Direc-
tor of Workforce Connection 
from 2004 to 2006. CD staff 
hosted a farewell luncheon for 
outgoing director, Aimee K. 
George, at Mother’s Restaurant 
in Gretna. Aimee has been ap-
pointed Director of Workforce 
Connection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 

 
CD Observes National Com-
munity Development Week 
 
     As April 17-23, 2006 com-
memorates the 31st Anniversary 
of National Community Devel-
opment Week, CD plans to cele-
brate. The average citizen may 
not realize the tremendous im-
pact that the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) 
program has on our everyday 
lives. When we drive down the 
street, it’s likely that CDBG 
funded the paving of that street, 
or to repair the sewerage. CDBG 
has helped to provide affordable 
housing for low and moderate-

income citizens, built commu-
nity and senior centers, play-
grounds for our youth, while it 
funds programs to prevent 
homelessness. CDBG is an ex-
ample of our tax money being 
recycled back into our communi-
ties to help improve our lives 
while boosting the local tax 
base.  
 
     Although CDBG has proven 
to be one of the most successful 
programs impacting the quality 
of life in our cities and towns, it 
has continued to be cut by Con-
gress. As our federal budget op-
erates in a deficit, CDBG fund-
ing is at its lowest funding level 
in a decade. Many of CD’s pro-
grams funded by CDBG in the 
parish have been impacted by 
these budget cuts. When the 
Bush administration last year 
tried to eliminate CDBG alto-
gether, there was such a bi-
partisan outcry that CDBG 
thankfully stayed in the budget, 
although reduced.  
                         
2006 Action Plan 
 
     Faye Galland, Parish Planner 
III, and Michael Strausser, Par-
ish Planner II, have been busy 
with the FY 2006 Action Plan. 
Per HUD requirements, they 
held a Public Hearing on March 
1 and have been entertaining 
proposals from parish depart-
ments, public service agencies, 
cities, etc. and formulating the 
plan to present for Council ap-
proval.  
 
     Since Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, many of the housing and 
public service needs of parish 
residents have changed and 
some of the programs reflect 

these changing needs. The an-
ticipated funding for FY-2006 
includes $3,735,759 for CBDG; 
$2,297,737 for HOME pro-
grams; $41,027 for the American 
Dream Down-payment Initiative 
(ADDI); and $160,059 for Emer-
gency Shelter Grant (ESG) pro-
grams to prevent homelessness.  
                                                          
First-Time Home-Buyer 
Increases 
 
     Due to the changing needs of 
parish citizens, the First-Time 
Homebuyer Program has insti-
tuted some increases in funding. 
For example, instead of $2,500 
assistance for down payment and 
closing costs, qualified appli-
cants may now receive $10,000. 
Moreover, the appraised value of 
property had risen to $200,160 
for eligible participants. First-
time Homebuyer Orientation 
Classes have been changed from 
evening to daytime from 9 a.m. 
to noon.  Call 365-2031 for class 
info. 
                                     
Home Help Express: 
Visit the E-Bus 
 
     C.D., Consumer Credit Coun-
seling of Greater New Orleans, 
and other non-profits are plan-
ning to host the Freddie Mac 
Home Help Express – an E-Bus 
equipped with 20 computers that 
will provide Internet access, free 
credit reports, FEMA and SBA 
info and more. The E-bus will 
divide its time between the East 
and West Banks, locations to be 
announced. The E-bus will be 
available from April 24 – 28. Liz 
Ruth will also be on hand to as-
sist with the First-time Home-
buyer Program and the new 
funding schedules. 

New Community Development 
Director Anatola Thompson 
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Traffic Engineering 
By  

Carole Leteff & David Stout 
 
     Post-Katrina Assessment 
 
     The Traffic Engineering Di-
vision has truly been busy since 
the hurricanes.  Practically every 
signal intersection had damage, 
and with only twenty active sign 
and signal personnel available 
after the storm, our work was 
definitely cut out for us. 
 
     Our shop was also badly 
damaged.  Since our inventory 
of signal equipment was mini-
mal, we decided to install all-
way stops to control traffic.  
Stop signs needed to be pro-
duced, and sign crews began 
“sweeping” the streets, straight-
ening, removing and re-driving 
damaged signs while the signal 
crews rebuilt our signal systems.  
 
     Virtually all of our double 
mast arms were damaged.  In ad-
dition to replacing flooded signal 
cabinets, our technicians were 
raising and straightening the 
arms and repairing cables or run-
ning new cable to replace those 
too badly damaged.  Hampering 
the effort, gas and diesel  were in 
short supply as was food and 
water for our crews.  All radio 
and cell towers were either down 
or inoperative, making commu-
nication between crews and dis-
patchers impossible.   
 
     Equipped with generators, 
our crews began powering up the 
intersections once they were re-
paired to evaluate any further 
damage.  A two-man crew with 
an operational vehicle and a gen-
erator would be an easy target 

for criminals, so the crews were 
instructed to stay clear of 
neighborhoods and stick to main 
streets.  Thankfully with police 
presence and eventually with Na-
tional Guard, we were able to 
reach many of our outlying sig-
nals. 
 
Where We Stand      
 
     Two months later, 95% of our 
signalized intersections were in 
operation.  A few others were 
waiting for electrical service to be 
restored.  As of this writing, all 
our signals are operational.  Our 
engineering staff is in the process 
of redesigning the foundations in 
an effort to mitigate future failure 
during catastrophic events.  Once 
the new design is completed, dam-
aged foundations will be replaced.  
Much of our wireless and hard-
wire communication system is 
still inoperative.     
 
     The overwhelming task of re-
placing and repairing damaged 
signs is still ongoing.  We have 
been working to repair the damage 
on the major routes and have not 
yet been able to begin the required 
work on our residential streets.  

To fully restore our signs and 
signal system to pre-storm func-
tionality will likely take a year. 
 
An Admirable Effort      
 
     Our signal and sign techni-
cians, many of whom had dam-
aged homes of their own, per-
formed their duties admirably in 
the worst conditions imaginable.  
It is through their efforts that we 
have accomplished so much in 
such a short period of time.  Our 
thanks go out to all personnel 
who worked so diligently to get 
us to where we are now, and to 
those personnel who volunteered 
to return to their jobs and assist 
in the clean-up after the storm.  
We are all proud of and thankful 
for your efforts. 
 
     As an added note, you may 
have noticed that we did not in-
stall the usual “No Parking” 
signs during the recent parades.  
Our shop was  damaged, so we 
were unable to manufacture the 
signs.  We are on the road to re-
covery with our roof recently 
been repaired and are waiting for 
the air conditioning to be re-
stored to our facilities in April.   

Code Enforcement’s Kurt Cavalier was recently  
promoted to Electrical Inspector II. 
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Emergency Management 
By 

Sandra M. Ancar-Encalade 
 

    The 2005 hurricane season was 
unprecedented. Unlike any other, 
Hurricane Katrina has caused much 
destruction and damage to lives and 
property.  Images of homes and 
b u s i ne s se s  f l a t t en e d  o r 
“involuntarily relocated,” land-
scapes nonexistent or reduced to 
sticks and stricken survivors des-
perate for rescue became a reality 
on August 29, 2005.  No state is 
immune from a natural or man-
made disaster. As the 2006 hurri-
cane season approaches, have a 
plan in place before a disaster 
strikes. Preparation and planning 
for a disaster are essential as appar-
ent by the 2005 hurricane season. 
 
     Congratulations and job well-
done to Carolyn I. Capdeville, 
Assistant Director, on her retire-
ment after 35 years.   Carolyn 
has made numerous contribu-
tions to this Parish and we wish 
her all the best. 
 
     Congratulations to Tom Rod-
rigue on his promotion to Flood-
plain Manager.  One of Tom’s 
main responsibilities is assisting 
citizens applying for mitigation 
grants to elevate and/or recon-
struct their homes and process-
ing of all requests for Increased 
Cost of Compliance (ICC) cov-
erage under their flood insurance 
policy for those that qualify.     
     Farewell to the Hazardous 
Materials Division, Bob Darcey, 
Steve Mutz  and Cindy 
Schouest.  This division is now 
under the control of East Bank 
Consolidated Fire Department 
and has re-located to the East 
Bank.   

  Drainage 
By  

Maria Cervini 
 
     The Department of Drainage raised over $500.00 for the American 
Heart Association.  A special “thank you” to Donna Mena for her ef-
fort supporting this fundraiser.  Great job by all!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     Special congratulations go out to Brill Burns on his promotion to 
E.O. III, Ricky White on his promotion to T.D. II, and to Frank 
Maness on his promotion to Superintendent I.  A big get well soon 
goes out to Richard Moore 
 
     Congratulations go to the following employees for their years of 
service and dedication: 
 
15 years:  Linita Bonvillian and Vilche Brooks 
10 years:  Elizabeth Scioneaux and Thomas Robinson   
 
 
. 

The Drainage Gang came together for the American Heart Association  

Linita Bonvilian and Vilche Brooks accept congratulations for 15 years 
of service from Drainage Superintendent Larry Palmisano (left) and 

Director Kazem Alikhani (right) 
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Inspection &  
Code Enforcement 

By 
Linda Roy 

 
     Congratulations!!! We are 
proud to announce the following 
departmental promotions: 
 
Jeffrey Charlet – Regulatory 
Manager 
David Williams –Asst. Regula-
tory Manager 
Kurt Cavalier -  Electrical In-
spector II 

      Jeffrey was promoted to 
Regulatory Manager in August 
of 2005. He has devoted 27 
years to our Code Enforce-
ment family. Dave came to 
Code in 1988 as a Bldg. Plan 
Reviewer I and was promoted 
to a Bldg. Plan Reviewer II 
and then III.  Kurt joined our 
department in 2001 as an Elec-
trical Inspector I. 
 
      Do you see a light beam-
ing in Room 101? Be sure to 
look closely and you will find 
Wanda Willhoft  is all 
Smiles!! Wanda is a proud 
grandmother for the 4th time of 
a beautiful little girl named 
Chloe Renee Haydin. 

     Our heartfelt condolences go 
out to Anthony Bazile on the 
loss of his mother. May she live 
on in your heart! 
 
     East Bank Code Enforce-
ment was one of only a few 
departments returning to the 
Yenni Bldg. after the storm.  
We returned to no floors, no 
walls, no ceiling tiles and no 
elevators.  And for a while, no 
air conditioning. Walking on 
concrete floors and climbing 
up and down stairs has be-
come a daily routine for us. 
But we are determined not to 
let it get us down.  In fact, five 
of our building inspectors 
sheetrocked our  off ices.  
M e l v i n  C h a i x ,  D a n n y 
Ferrara, Mike Furr, Jerry 
Gutierrez, and Gary Lay 
spent a tireless weekend hang-
ing “rock.”  Such a difference 
it makes for the “décor” and 
“morale” of the department.  
Thank You!!!! 
     
Thank You!  Service pins were 
awarded to Paul Pham, 10 
years; Warren Bergeron, 10 

years; and Karen Hamilton, 15 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
                   

            Welcome Aboard. We 
welcome Building Plan Re-
viewer I’s Anthony Bazile, and 
Bobby Barrios; Typist Clerk 
III’s Jeanne Guidry, Nicole 
Vicknair, Rosalyn Cimino, and 
Claire Delyea:; Michael Hale, 
Mechanical Inspector I; and 
Jerry Roy, Electrical Inspector I 
to our Code Enforcement family. 
 
     As Easter approaches, let us 
be thankful for our family and 
friends; let us cherish what we 
have; let us remember those 
lives lost in the storm; and let us 
be hopeful for a brighter and 
prosperous future for those who 
are rebuilding. 

Code Enforcement Service Pin recipients Warren Bergeron, Paul Pham, 
and Karen Hamilton  with Director Louis Savoye (second from right) 

  Regulatory Manager Jeffrey Charlet 

Assistant Regulatory Manager 
David Williams 
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Health & Safety 
By 

Peggy Branan, R.N. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

Let’s Be Ready This Time! 
 
     By now, almost everyone has 
had time to think about what 
they did right and what they 
would have done differently as it 
relates to Hurricane Katrina and 
future hurricanes. With hurri-
cane season rapidly approaching, 
now is the time to finalize our 
hurricane plans. Where are you 
now with your plans?  
 
     Let’s look at where we 
should be prior to hurricane sea-
son.   Below is a limited list of 
suggestions you may want to 
use: 
  
1. Know the destination where 

you would go to (east/west/
north) and who/what you 
would evacuate with.  

 
2. What your special needs 

(diet/oxygen/wheelchair/
pets/small children/etc) are? 

 
3. Keep your carry case con-

taining all of your important 
legal /medical / f inancia l /
educational/personal papers 
including pet information re-
garding health issues and 
vaccination schedule, in an 
easy place to access. Have 

duplicates of all of these es-
sential documents/records/
etc. at a location far           r e -
moved from this region. 

 
4.    Know what items you would 
want to take when you evacuate.  
 
5. Update your insurance     
(homeowners and national flood) 
for the current home value, post-
Katrina, and for contents. Know 
what is or is not covered.        
Know what the time frame is be-
fore a new policy takes effect.  
 
6. Have an updated check list to 

avoid forgetting something 
important.  

 
7. Have a plan showing a time-

line for what needs to be 
done, by whom, and when, 
throughout all of the phases 
of  the hurricane preparation 
and evacuation process. 

 
8. Have your vehicle serviced 

and obtain good tires, if 
needed. Make sure your 
spare tire is full. 

 
9. Have a first aid kit. 
 
10. Keep gas cans filled. 
 
11. Have your boards ready to 

cover windows. 
 
12. Be prepared to leave at a mo-

ment’s notice. 
 
      In the next issue we will dis-
cuss medical concerns and other 
considerations.  Hopefully we 
will not have to evacuate again 
for a long time!  
     But, in the meantime, stayed 
tuned and follow the advice of 
our officials! 

 Library 
By 

Jim Davis 
 

     Waukegan Public Library has 
generously donated a 32-foot-
long bookmobile, nicknamed 
“Gertie” (she’s a 1962 Gersten-
slanger vehicle) to Jefferson Par-
ish Library for use at the Grand 
Isle Library site, where she joins 
the Cybermobile on loan from 
Muncie Public Library. 
     Getting Gertie to Louisiana 
was a challenge. Because Gertie 
is over 40, she could not reliably 
be driven all the way from Wau-
kegan, Illinois, north of Chicago, 
to Grand Isle.  Originally, the 
plan was that she would be 
transported to us by rail car, but 
the railroad company that origi-
nally volunteered to bring her 
here decided that this would be 
too unsafe, delaying the journey.   
Finally she arrived at Jefferson 
Parish Library a flatbed trailer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

           Jefferson Parish Library 
thanks Waukegan Public Li-
brary, its Executive Director 
Richard Lee, and all involved for 
the generous donation and trans-
port of Gertie, with books, to her 
new home in the parking lot of 
Grand Isle Library. 

Continued on page 13 

“Gertie” arrives at JPL Headquarters 
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Streets 
By  

Michelle Swenson 
 

     Hi, everyone!  The Streets De-
partment has a new Assistant Di-
rector, Don Hogan.  Mr. Hogan 
moved to Metairie from Lake 
Charles to attend UNO and re-
ceived his B. S. in Civil Engi-
neering in 1996.  He worked for 
McDermott Offshore Engineer-
ing in downtown New Orleans 
until 1999 as a structural Engi-
neer.  He then went to work for a 
Civil Engineering firm in Met-
airie.   
 

 
 
 
       Don worked closely with 
some of the Jefferson Parish de-
partments during that time in-
cluding Engineering, Water, and 
Traffic Engineering.  He worked 
extensively on many Road Bond 
projects & was Project Engineer 
in charge of overseeing the con-
struction on the West Napoleon 
Ave. extension.  He is a wel-
come addition to our department.     
    Sadly, we had to say good-bye 
to some of our fellow co-
workers.  Alicia O’Brien retired 
at the end of last year after 27 
years with Jefferson Parish.  
Hunley Dufour decided to sub-
merge himself deeper in a favor-

ite hobby and is now selling 
Harley Davidsons.  Kim Moore 
started the year with a new job 
and also was married on New 
Year’s Eve to George White.  
Tiffany Frickey left for new en-
deavors.  Ivan Chopin and 
Ernest Mayho have left our 
West Bank maintenance division 
but, fortunately, they have only 
gone as far as the Lapalco 
Bridge to be the new bridge ten-
ders.  
 
     Congratulations to Richard 
Lamoureaux on his promotion 
to Administrative Assistant and 
to Maria Gibson on her promo-
tion to Typist Clerk III.  We 
would also like to pass on good 
wishes to Natasha Dorsey who 
was married to Murray Thomas 
on Christmas day last year and 
to Charlene Painter on the birth 
of her first grandson who was 
born on January 24.     
     The Streets Department 
would like to extend our condo-
lences to David Macaluso who 
lost his wife Jodi, and to Ster-
ling Foster who lost his grand-
son, Garlen Foster.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
you both and your families. 

New Assistant Director of 
Streets Don Hogan 

Citizens’ Affairs 
By 

Brenda Campos 
 
     With the end of Carnival sea-
son, planning for the 2007 
Carnival has commenced.  The 
2006 Carnival inspired many 
of our citizens to believe and 
work through these hard times, 
acknowledging that Jefferson 
Parish is alive and prosperous.   
 
     Continuing in this tradi-
tion, we have geared up for 
next year’s celebration.  While 
Carnival lasts 2 weeks, it re-
quires 50 weeks of planning, 
making it bigger and better 
with new ideas such as Family 
Gras. 
 
     Our office has been updat-
ing contact phone numbers for 
parish agencies.  If you have 
any updated information on 
any parish agency, please con-
tact our office at 736-6100 or 
b y e ma i l :  j p c i t i z e ns a f -
fairs@jeffparish.net  to notify 
us.  Also, if you need help in 
reaching a parish agency, 
please call our office and we 
will be glad to assist you.   

Citizens’ Affairs Director Mike Yenni and Carnival Coordinator Dorothia  
Halligan celebrate an especially rewarding Mardi Gras Season 
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Juvenile Services 
By 

Arlyn Smith 
 

     Welcome to new employees 
Kiana Washington, Juv. Proba-
tion Officer I, and to Workforce 
Connection Emergency Grant 
employees:  Shawn Willis, Re-
ceptionist EB;  Leshawna Wil-
liams, Receptionist WB;  Mar-
garet Lumas, Institutional 
Housekeeper; Sarah Goodwin, 
Volunteer Services Coordinator; 
and, Michael Barnes, Juvenile 
Detention Officer I. 
 
     Farewell  to Cory Cuillier, 
Juv. Detention Officer I, who re-
cently resigned to pursue other 
opportunities. 
 
     All of us at DJS wish Milton 
L. Crosby, Sr., all the best as he 
retires on March 31, after 38 
years of public service.  Mr. 
Crosby was hired March 16, 
1968 as a Juvenile Attendant I.  
He later rose through the ranks 
to Juvenile Attendant II; and 
then to his current position of Ju-
venile Detention Home Supervi-
sor, Assistant.  He was also 
named Department of Juvenile 
Services Employee of the Year 
for 2005.  He will be missed, but 
we all want him to ENJOY! 
 
     Please join DJS in recogniz-
ing these employees for their 
many years of service: 
 
25 years: Mose Sam, Steve Ca-
bal, and Ramon Solares 
20 years:  James Bright, Willie 
Walker III, Carol Gasper, and 
Joan Ruiz-Sturcke 
 
     Juvenile Assessment Center 
Case Manager Lisa Powell and 

husband Troy welcomed their 
baby girl Kadence Foster, on 
March 10. Kadence is doing 
great, but we hear she’s got her 
days and nights mixed up!  Hang 
in there, mom and dad! 
     Congratulations to Chris 
Bruno upon his promotion to 
Juvenile Detention Home Super-
visor.  
 
     Wedding Bells are pealing 
here at DJS:   Probation Officer 
Troy Phares wed Schoener La-
prairie on April 1 and Typist 
Clerk III Lori Matherne mar-
ried Kirk Winters on April 8 
 
     Some of the DJS ladies had 
the pleasure of attending Lori’s 
bridal shower. We played a 
game in which we were split up 
in teams of five, handed rolls of 
cheap toilet paper and a roll of 
scotch tape, and then asked to 
“dress” the selected “bride.”   
     Probation Officer Linda Bos-
tick and Secretary Ambra 
Sanne were two of the lovely 
brides.  Linda was selected s the 
most beautiful “bride,” even 
though she had trouble keeping 
her dress on!  
 
 

Library—continued from Page 11 
 

Live Homework Help  
From Home 

 
    Thanks to Tutor.com’s ex-
panded generosity, effective 
through the end of the school 
year, Live Homework Help can 
now be accessed from any com-
puter with Internet access.  If 
you can get online from home, 
then you can get the tutorial as-
sistance from there.  Students 
from 4th grade to 12th grade and 
college introduction level can 
simply visit Jefferson Parish Li-
brary’s website at www.
jefferson.lib.la.us and follow the 
links and instructions to get im-
mediate, free help in math, sci-
ence, social studies, and English 
from qualified tutors.  Tutors are 
available from 1:00 PM until 
10:00 PM daily. 
 
     Additional one-hour sessions 
of “An Introduction to Live 
Homework Help” for parents, 
teachers, and students (grades 4-
12) have been scheduled to ac-
quaint them with the tutoring 
service as well as other home-
work resources.  
     The sessions are free and 
open to the public, but registra-
tion is required.  Call (504) 838-
1100, x274, to register for the 
following one-hour sessions:  
 
Sat., April 8, noon, and Mon., 
April 10, 6:30 PM, WB Regional  
Wed., April 12, 6:30 p.m. and 
Sat., April 22, 1:30 p.m., EB Re-
gional Library 
     For further information, con-
tact Burke McFerrin, Youth 
Services Coordinator, at (504) 
838-1109. 

Continued on Page 15 
Linda Bostick and Ambra Sanne 
in their lovely “gowns de toilette” 



Page   14 

General Services 
By 

Kathy Theriot 
 

New Director Named  
 
     Anthony Francis has been 
named Director of General Ser-
vices.  Anthony began his career 
with Jefferson Parish in 1985 
with Parks & Recreation before 
he started with General Services 
in 1986.  Over the years, he has 
been promoted through the ranks 
and became Assistant Director in 
2005.   
         

     The appointment to Director 
is no surprise to those of us in 
General Services, as Anthony 
has been a driving force in our 
department for many, many 
years.  We all wish him the very 
best in this well-deserved pro-
motion.  
 
     We congratulate Shayne 
Perez on his promotion to Sta-
tionary Engineer III, and Joseph 
Louding on his promotion to 
Stationary Engineer II assigned 
to the Health Units. 
     Congratulations to the fol-
lowing GS employees for their 
years of service: 

Joey Lodrigues, 10 years 
Linda White,  Shayne Perez, 
and Arthur Smith,  5 yrs.   
 
 Annual Auction in April 
 
     The annual Jefferson Parish 
Auction conducted by the De-
partment of General Services, 
Surplus Property Division will 
be held on Saturday, April 29, 
2006, at 9:00am.  The location 
will be 920 David Drive, Met-
airie, LA  70003.   
      
     The Parish will auction off 
trailers, pick-up trucks, dump 
trucks, a cement truck, forklifts, 
tractors, vans, cars, over 300 
wooden pews, computers, type-
writers, printers, office furniture, 
tools, etc.  Viewing will be 
Thursday and Friday, April 27 
and 28, from 7:30 am to 3:00 
pm, and on auction day from 
7:30 am to 9:00 am.  Interested 
parties can also visit www.
lonestarauctioneers.com for ad-

ditional viewing. 
       
     Payment in full immediately 
upon completion of the auction 
by Cash, Cashier’s Check, or 
Checks with an Original bank 
letter of guarantee to Lone Star 
Auctioneers.  Letter MUST 
READ:  
 
“_____________is a customer of 
this Bank.  This bank will guar-
antee unqualified payment to 
Lone Star Auctioneers on ac-
count #__________, up to 
$_____________.  No stop pay-
ment will be issued regarding 
this transaction.  This letter ex-
pires on May 13, 2006.”   
 
     There will be no exceptions! 
No charge cards, no wire trans-
fers, no drafts, please.  For more 
information visit the Lone Star 
website or contact Michael 
Fonseca, Assistant Property 
Manager, at 736-8485. 
 

Linda White, Joey Lodrigues, and Shayne Perez are congratulated by 
General Services Director Anthony Francis (second from left)  

for their service pin awards.  

New GS Director Anthony Francis 
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Library—continued from Page 13 
 

National Library Week 
April 2-8 

     Jefferson Parish Library will 
present a Cajun-themed chil-
dren’s program, Gator Gumbo: 
Laissez Les Bon Livres Roulez, 
at its regional library locations to 
celebrate National Library Week 
(April 2-8).   

     The program, about two 
crafty gators and one ol’ Cajun, 
is inspired by children’s books 
and will feature a gator and other 
costumed characters, puppets, 
props, and live music performed 
by library staff. 

      “Let the good books roll” by 
joining us at one of these Cajun-
spiced events: 

Thurs., April 6, 11:00 AM – EB 
Regional  
Sat., April 8, 10:30 AM – WB 
Regional  

 

Poetry in the Branches 

 

 
 

     Jefferson Parish Library 
proudly announces that it will 
serve as host for the upcoming 
New Orleans Public Library's 
poetry series, Branching Out: 
Poetry for the 21st Century, a 
joint project of Poets House and 
Poetry Society of America 
hosted by public libraries and 
funded by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.  Jeffer-
son Parish Library is honored to 
provide East Bank Regional Li-
brary as a venue for these New 

Orleans Public Library programs 
as a result of flooding and dam-
age at  NOPL facilities. 

    Join us during National Li-
brary Week at East Bank Re-
gional Library, 4747 West Napo-
leon Ave., Metairie, on Thurs-
day, April 6, at 7:00 PM for 
"Mary Jo Salter on Marianne 
Moore." 

 

  

 

 

      

     At this program during Poetry 
Month, poet Salter will present a 
program on poet Marianne 
Moore, who in the early 50's 
won the Pulitzer Prize, a Na-
tional Book Award, and the 
Bollingen Prize. 

          Branching Out continues 
on Thursday, May 11, 7:00 PM, 
also at East Bank Regional Li-
brary, with “E. Ethelbert Miller 
on Langston Hughes.”  

 

 

 

 

 

      

        Both programs will begin 
with introductory remarks by 
Lon Dickerson, Library Direc-
tor, Jefferson Parish Library, and 
Bill Johnson, New Orleans City 
Librarian. 

Common Routes:  
St. Domingue - Louisiana 

 
To coincide with its ground-
breaking exhibition, Common 
Routes: St. Domingue – Louisi-
ana, The Historic New Orleans 
Collection will present a lecture 
and slide presentation about the 
complex history of the Carib-
bean Island of St. Domingue 
(Haiti) and its ties to Louisiana 
at East Bank Regional Library 
on Tuesday, April 11,  7:00 PM.  
The speakers are The Historic 
New Orleans Collection’s John 
Lawrence, Director of Museum 
Programs, and Alfred Lemmon, 
Director of the Williams Re-
search Center, who serve as Co-
Curators of the St. Domingue 
exhibition. 

     The Common Routes exhibi-
tion runs March 14 through June 
30 at The Historic New Orleans 
Collection, 533 Royal Street, 
New Orleans, and features im-
portant paintings, maps, docu-
ments, and artifacts assembled 
from two turbulent, engrossing 
histories.   

     Please join us at the HNOC 
presentation at East Bank Re-
gional Library for an overview 
of this exhibition celebrating the 
connections between Louisiana 
and St. Domingue, serving as a 
preview to your visit to Royal 
Street to see the exhibition. 

Donations! 

     Whether it’s to replace a 
book or a building, individuals 
or companies who would like to 
help the library may make a do-
nation to Friends of Jefferson 
Public Library, P.O. Box 9391, 
Metairie, LA 70055.   

Poet Mary Jo Salter 

E. Ethelbert Miller 
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Retirements 

 
Gerald Shields 

Engineering 
41 years 

 
Ramon Olavarrieta 

Fire 
28 years 

 
Laxma Reddy 

Drainage 
21 years 

 
Ronald Dufrene 

Fleet Management 
18 years 

 
 

 
Carolyn Capdeville 

Emergency Management 
35 years 

 
Jessie Boudreaux 

Streets 
25 years 

 
Eunice Thomas 

JeffCAP 
21 years 

 
Milton Crosby 

Juvenile Services 
14 years 

 
Cleo Johnson 

Animal Shelter 
10 years 

 
Harry Scott 

Traffic Engineering 
31 years 

 
A.C. Tynes 

Retirement Office 
22 years 

 
Arthur Moore 

General Services 
20 years 

 
Warren Bridgewater 

Recreation 
10 years 

President Broussard presents Service Pin Awards 
to Purchasing Director Lynne Hefti and Water Director Randy Schuler  

  Congratulations! 


