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“My commitment to zero-tolerance of illegal and unethical activity is evident
from several recent criminal investigations and dozens of anonymous letters I've
received since taking office.

We are looking into every one of them.

As a result, the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office has conducted 5 criminal
investigations resulting in the arrests of 5 individuals.

They include two current employees of parish government. The third individual
is a former Westbank Volunteer Fire Department Chief. The remaining include a
contractor and a civilian with a long criminal history.”

Jefferson Parish President John F. Young, Jr.

Out of 34 individual cases, 17 have been closed, 5 of which resulted in arrests.

Eight have been referred to various administrative sections within parish

government. Nine remain open and active.




1. October 19, 2010
COPPER THEFT AT JEFFERSON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Less than a week after taking office, our Security Team received a tip that
43 year old Russell Hartline of St. Rose, LA, had been stealing copper pipe

and wire from the Jefferson Performing Arts Center construction site. Our
Security team learned he was also selling the stolen wiring and pipe to a
scrap yard.

He has been arrested and booked with 2 counts of Theft (Of $5,214 &
$600)and Possession of Stolen Property.

2. October 25, 2010
FORMER VOLUNTEER FIRE CHIEF ARRESTED

Our Security officers received information about former Chief of the
Herbert Wallace Volunteer Fire Department in Avondale, Selton Ussin,
while he was under a previous and separate administrative investigation
conducted by the Board members of the Fire Department. Ussin already
had been placed on indefinite suspension for discrepancies involving
compensatory time he claimed was owed to him.

An agreement was made between the Fire Department and Ussin to pay
back half the money and allow Ussin to take leave for the remaining time
he claimed he was owed.

Ussin was responsible for submitting his own time sheets and was paid
$38,314.85.

As a result of further investigation by the JPSO, it was determined Ussin
fraudulently overcharged the Fire Department in the amount of
$31,391.33.

The actual amount Ussin was to receive was $6,923.52, thus he was
arrested and charged with Theft of $31,391.33.



3. October 27, 2010
CONTRACTOR ARRESTED FOR THEFT

We received information from our Parish Attorney’s office about Kion
Darkshani, owner of MDI Construction, a contractor hired for several
construction projects in Jefferson Parish, including the Mazoue Ditch
Project.

Under terms of that contract, MDI Construction agreed it would not profit
from the cost of materials.

Jefferson Parish was billed for $606,168.91.

An investigation revealed MDI Construction actually paid $481,229.41 for
the materials — resulting in a difference of $124,939.50.

Darkshani is also a suspect in a Theft involving Contractor Fraud in New
Orleans which resulted in his arrest by the State Attorney General’s Office.

4. December 23, 2010
THEFT AT THE ANIMAL SHELTER

Our Security Officers received information about a Jefferson Parish
employee believed to be stealing items from the Westbank Animal Shelter.
An investigation found Cory Bethley was stealing bags of dog food.

Bethley has been employed with the Parish for 18-years and was working in
the Streets Department at the time of his arrest.
He was arrested January 6, 2011 and was booked with Theft.



5. January 10, 2011
BRASS FITTINGS STOLEN FROM WATER DEPARTMENT

The Director of the Jefferson Parish Water Department alerted our Security
Officers that a large number of brass fittings was missing.
An investigation led detectives to Dwight Singleton, a employee in the

Water Department.

He has been employed by the Parish for almost 20 years.

Detectives learned Singleton had been stealing brass fittings for over a year
from the Water Department and was selling them to a local scrap yard.

In fact, officers witnessed Singleton making a transaction at the scrap yard.
Officers witnessed Singleton’s Water Department uniform shirt on the front
seat of his personal vehicle at that location.

Scrap yard employees told investigators Singleton had been to the scrap
yard a number of times to sell brass fittings, sometimes in a marked parish
vehicle and in uniform.
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