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JEFFERSON PARISH COMMUNITIES IN
TOP 10 FOR MILITARY RETIREMENT

The United Services Automobile Association (USAA) has selected Metairie, Kenner and the New Orleans
metropolitan area as one of its top ten best places in the nation for men and women to begin a second career as a
civilian after retirement from the military.

USAA Overall Top 10 Places are: (1) Waco, TX, (2) Oklahoma City, OK, (3) Austin/Round Rock, TX (4) College
Station/ Bryan, TX, (5) Harrisburg/Carlisle, PA, (6) San Angelo, TX, (7) Madison, WI, (8) Pittsburgh, PA, (9) New
Orleans/Metairie/Kenner, LA, and (10) Syracuse, NY

USAA worked with Military.com and Sperling’s Best Places to help military retirees find locales offering a high
quality of life while making the most of military retiree benefits.

The quality of life issues directly related to the importance for military retirees were evaluated in 379 major
U.S. metropolitan areas, which are defined as one or more central cities including the surrounding county or counties.
Each metro area was given a score based on its total points for each variable. Metro areas where the median housing
cost was 40% above the national median were excluded from the list.

Natural disaster-prone

The rankings were based on:

Area Military base proximity
Military base amenities

Veteran's Affairs hospital proximity
Military pension taxation
Unemployment rate

Recreation

Arts and Culture

Major airport proximity

Access to mass transit

Climate

Health resources

Health indicators

Crime

Local schools

Presence of colleges/universities
Affordability

Housing costs

Housing appreciation (2007-2010)
Economic stability
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USAA is a Fortune 500 financial services company offering banking, investing, and insurance to people and families
who serve or have served in the United States military. In 2010, there were 8 million USAA members.
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