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What’s Inside:

•  Your Public Sewer System

•  What NOT to Flush

•  Brooms to Basins

JEFFERSON PARISH CODE OF ORDINANCE 16.9 
AND 16-9.2  PROHIBITS DUMPING DEBRIS AND 
WASTE INTO THE DRAINAGE SYSTEM 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to dump, throw, 

place or otherwise dispose of cut grass, weeds, trees or 

tree limbs, trash, garbage or other debris in any drainage 

ditch, canal or drainage catch basin or pedestrian 

walkway in Jefferson Parish. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to dump, throw, 

place or otherwise dispose of cut grass, weeds, trees or 

tree limbs, trash, garbage or other debris in any drainage 

ditch, canal or drainage catch basin or pedestrian 

walkway in Jefferson Parish by the use of a leaf blower, 

rake, broom or any other means, unless such debris is 

immediately thereafter removed from the street and 

containerized for composting or for proper removal and 

disposal in accordance with the provision of  Chapter 16 

of the Code of Ordinances. 

BROOMS TO BASINS
 
Brooms to Basins is a parish wide campaign to urge 
citizens to clear leaves and debris from catch basins 
and drains in their neighborhoods and to dispose of 
the debris properly. 
 
Jefferson Parish has over 78,000 catch basins, 1,500 
miles of subsurface drainage and 370 miles of canals 
and ditches within its 306 square miles, all of which must 
be maintained and cleared of debris. 
 
Debris can clog drains, underground drain pipes, and 
even ditches and canals causing less room for rainwater 
to be stored and conveyed into the canals to be pumped 
out. 
 
Lawn care debris should never be disposed of into the 
street, open drains or placed in a location that would 
impede the flow of water into the drainage system. 
 
Property owners are responsible for the proper removal 
and disposal of lawn care debris which is placing items 
in garbage containers for routine garbage pick-up, 
bringing to landfill or composing. 
 
 
Here are some steps you can take to reduce street 
flooding and keep our drainage system working to its 
capacity: 
 
• Keep grass clippings and branches from accumulating   
on streets near your property. 

• Check catch basins near your home or building 
periodically and clear away debris. 

• Do not leave grass, leaves, or other debris in the street. 

• Do not dispose of yard waste into catch basins. 

• Do not pour motor oil into catch basins Published by the Parish of Jefferson
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What You Need to KNoW 
about SeWer overfloWS!

Did you know that sewer overflows are usually the result 
of inappropriate materials flowing into the sewer system? 

Sewer backups and overflows are frequently caused by 
improper materials entering the sewer system. 

 When grease from meat fats, lard, oil shortening, butter/
margarine, food scraps, baking goods, sauces, and dairy 
products are washed down sinks, grease sticks to the 
insides of sewer pipes (in both private property pipes and 
public sewer pipes). 

Over time, the grease can build up and block the entire 
pipe.  The buildup of fats, oils, and grease in the sewer 
system causes sewer blockages, which eventually result 
in sewer backups that can overflow into streets and into 
homes, damaging property and the environment. 

Home garbage disposals do not keep grease out of 
the plumbing system.  Detergent products, intended 
to dissolve grease, may pass it down the line and cause 

problems elsewhere. 

Approximately 80% of grease-
related sewer blockages 

and overflows originate 
in residential areas.  The 

results can be:  Raw 
sewage overflowing 
into your home or 
y o u r  n e i g h b o r ’s 
home;  an expensive 
a n d  u n p l e a s a n t 
cleanup that often 

must be paid for by 
the home or business 

owner;  raw sewage 
overflowing into public 

places, yards, streets, and 
drains;  potential environmental 

impacts to Lake Pontchartrain and 
surrounding public waterways;  and an increase in operation 
and maintenance costs for the Department of Sewerage.

 

All households play an important role in preventing 
neighborhood sewer system blockages. 

How can you help? 

Refrain from pouring fats, oils, and grease down sinks or 
garbage disposals, they are not designed to properly handle 
these materials. 

Before washing, scrape and dry-wipe pots, pans, and dishes with 
paper towels and dispose of the materials in the trash. 

Pour fats, oils, and grease into a container such as an empty jar 
or coffee can.  Once the materials have cooled and solidified, 
secure the lid, and dispose of the container in the trash. 

 Use sink strainers to catch food items, then empty the strainer 
into the trash. 

To help prevent sewer backups, the following items should 
not be disposed of in the sanitary sewer system: 

Diapers, wipes, cooking grease, paper towels, food (do not use 
the food disposal for all food items), feminine hygiene products, 
contraceptives, etc. 

These items should be disposed of in your trash can, NOT in 
the sanitary sewer system.  Improper disposal of these items 
can cause potential sewer backups within your residence and 
problems in the Parish’s sewer system. 

Most basic homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover 
sewer or drain backups.  In most cases, additional coverage 
needs to be added to the policy to protect homeowners from 
backups. 

Property owners are responsible for the maintenance, repair, 
and cleaning of the sewer line from the house up to and 
including the sewer clean-out.

fluShable WIPeS 
Not So fluShable 

Wipes are causing serious issues for wastewater treatment 
system operators all over the county,  including our sewer 
system in Jefferson Parish. 

Many of the wipes entering the sewer system are not 
dispersible and technically not flushable. 

The term “flushable wipes” was coined in the 1980s when 

latex bonded wet wipes with polyester fibers were brought 
onto the market. 

The wipe was considered “flushable” since it could transit 
through the toilet, but with all of the polyester fibers it was 
not dispersible. 

The definition of what is flushable is not subject to 
industry guidelines or consumer instructions.  With the 
rapid increase of wipes on the market, there is significant 
consumer confusion about what is and is not flushable. 

For example, baby wipes, household wipes, and feminine 
hygiene wipes are not flushable. 

As sewers around the world turn into solid waste 
conveyance system, we all have to work harder to keep 
sewerage flowing. 

De-ragging of pumps, valves, and other equipment is 
adding maintenance and higher energy costs for sewer 
agencies around the world. 

Mitigation measures include:  
public education, better 
technology, and new 
regulations. 

The most 
important 
mitigation 
aspect is public 
education.  
Consumers need 
to know what to 
flush, and more 
importantly, what 
not to flush. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT 
FLUSH ANY WIPES.  

The wipes are not dispersing, and 
are making their way through the sewer system to the 
pumps/motors of sewer lift stations, causing pump failures, 
blockages, back-ups, and/or sewer overflows.

For more information, contact the Jefferson Parish 
Department of Sewerage at (504) 736-6661 or
(504) 736-6006 evenings, weekends, and holidays.


